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INTRODUCTION
The 2021‐2022 Edition
As a Central Heights High School student, you are encouraged to give careful consideration to the selection of your
courses for the 2021‐2022 school year. You should choose courses that prepare you for the future by choosing an
academically challenging curriculum.
The guidance staff will be your partner to monitor your progress toward graduation during your high school years.
However, it is very important that you and your parents take responsibility for ensuring all graduation requirements are
completed in a timely fashion. You must earn 30 credits to meet Central Heights ISD graduation requirements.
Additionally, a student may not receive a high school diploma until the student has performed satisfactorily on required
state assessments. Course planning and registration is important. You should select courses and programs that match
your interest, your academic abilities, and your post‐secondary goals. Careful consideration should be given to the
combination of courses selected and the demand on time for studying, practicing, performing, or competing. Counseling
staff are available to advise you and your parents as you plan courses to meet state graduation requirements and your
career goals.
Under House Bill 5, students are under the Foundations plan with Endorsement or Distinguished Level of Achievement
Plan. Freshmen entering high school in 2014 or after are required to complete the graduation plan set forth by House
Bill 5. Any questions regarding graduation plans should be directed toward your high school counselor.
Choices you make during high school years will determine the choices available to you for the rest of your life.
Additional education or training gained through college, post‐secondary education, technology training, military service,
and vocational training can open up a world of opportunities. You should set goals that extend beyond high school and
focus on what you need to do now in order to have the tools to be successful in your planned future endeavors. It
should be noted, however, that not all of the courses listed are scheduled every year, since it is not economically
feasible to schedule classes in which only a few students enroll. Sufficient numbers of student requests for specific
courses become a determining factor in the course being offered.
***Disclaimer: State and local policy supersedes all statements in this course selection guide.***
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ESSENTIALS FOR GRADUATION
Central Heights High School students must meet or exceed the standards for graduation in three categories as follows:
Attendance
Policy FDD (LOCAL) states, “Students in grade 6‐12 must be in attendance 90 percent of the days a class is offered to
receive credit for the course.” For the purposes of credit, there is no difference in an excused or an unexcused absence.
Course/State Assessment Requirements
All students shall complete a minimum of 30 units of credit as outlined in the state graduation plans in order to receive a
high school diploma.
Required Exit Level Test – High school graduation requirements include the successful completion of the state mandated
End of Course Exams. As of this printing, there are five required End of Course assessments – English 1, English 2,
Algebra 1, Biology, and US History.
Graduation
Central Heights ISD does not award certificates of course completion. Only students who have met all state
requirements may participate in commencement ceremonies. Students and parents must share the responsibility for
monitoring progress toward meeting graduation requirements.
STATE GRADUATION PLANS
Students in Central Heights ISD are required to plan their high school studies to meet the expectations of the
Foundations with Endorsement or Distinguished Achievement plan. The program provides the comprehensive
background of coursework required by institutions of higher education and major employers in the business world.
However, students are strongly encouraged to contact colleges or universities of their choice regarding specific entrance
requirements.
● College readiness. Many colleges and universities require the Distinguished Achievement Program for admission.
In addition, students ranked in the top 10 percent of their graduating class from an accredited Texas public
high school are eligible for automatic admission to most Texas public universities if they have completed the
Distinguished Level of Achievement Program (DLA).
● Recognition. The Distinguished Achievement Program will be documented on the Academic Achievement
Record (AAR), or transcript.
● Test results. Research suggests that students who take additional English, math, social studies and science
courses make higher scores on the SAT® and ACT® college entrance exams.
CLASSIFICATION
Freshman/9th Grade – 0-6.5 credits
Sophomore/10th Grade – 7-13.5 credits
Junior/11th Grade – 14-21.5 credits
Senior/12th Grade – 22 credits+
EARLY GRADUATION
A student who completes graduation requirements in fewer than four years shall be ranked in the class with which he
or she actually graduates. To be eligible to graduate early, a student must complete all course work and exit‐level testing
required of the ninth grade class in which he or she begins high school. This means the student must earn a diploma
under the Foundations Plan with at least one (1) Endorsement.
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A student wishing to graduate from high school in fewer than four years must complete and submit a written
application to his/her counselor prior to the conclusion of the third semester of high school (generally the middle of
the sophomore year). Written parental approval shall be submitted with the application. The student shall receive
advisement regarding requirements and schedules. Applications for early graduation will be reviewed by the campus
principal for final approval.
Early graduates shall be eligible for honors positions if they are reclassified before the senior year. However, a student
who meets the requirements for high school graduation during summer school shall not be ranked within a graduating
class.
CLASS RANK AND STANDING
Class rank includes most courses, as outlined in the High School Handbook. Common exceptions include the student aide
periods, which are marked as pass/fail and dual credit courses taken in the spring semester of senior year. If a student
transfers into Central Heights ISD with letter grades, these grades will be converted and recorded on the academic
achievement record.

Class Ranking waivers for approved advanced courses:
Beginning in the 2021-2022 school year, students may apply for an optional class ranking exempt grading option for
select advanced academic course offerings. Students approved for this exemption must meet the criteria for enrollment
in the course in question, plus they must have completed (or be completing) four courses in that subject area other than
the course they are requesting exemption for. Students must apply to the counselor in writing before the end of the 5th
class day of the course to be considered. The current courses approved for this exemption are Spanish V and Chemistry
II. The goal of this program is to encourage students to participate in upper level academic courses. Please see the
counselor for more information.

CLASS RANK
Rank in class is determined by a cumulative weighted numerical average of semester grades for the courses mentioned
in the previous paragraph. This cumulative weighted average is for local ranking purposes only and is weighted as
follows:
● On‐level Courses ‐ ‐ Numerical average
● Honors Courses ‐ ‐ Numerical average plus 10 points
● Dual Credit Courses that replace graduation requirements AND are approved by campus administration‐ ‐ Numerical
average plus 10 points
● Dual Credit Courses that do not replace graduation requirements AND/OR are not approved by campus administration
‐ ‐ Numerical average
Courses with a modified curriculum do not count toward class rank. Honors and Dual Credit weighted points are not
reflected on a student’s report card or transcript. The weighted points are used for local ranking purposes only.
OTHER OPTIONS FOR ACQUIRING CREDIT
In addition to the campus course offerings during the regular school year, students in CHISD have the options of summer
school, credit‐by‐examination, college dual credit courses and correspondence courses for acquiring credit towards
graduation requirements. All non-campus courses and credit by examination must have prior approval from school
administration for application to the student transcript. Seniors completing correspondence or credit by examination to
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meet graduation requirements must complete the course credit by the end of the fall semester to apply the credit
toward May graduation. For additional information please see your counselor.
Postsecondary Readiness
According to the state accountability system a graduate is deemed to be “Postsecondary Ready” if he/she graduates
on the Foundation High School Plan with Endorsement (FHSP‐E) OR Foundation High School Plan with Distinguished
Level of Achievement (FHSP‐DLA) AND meets at least one of the following criteria:
● Complete CTE‐Coherent Sequence of courses and earn industry (nationally recognized) certification
● Perform at or above criterion score on one or more AP examinations
● Complete 12 hours or more of earned postsecondary (college) credit
● Achieve prescribed benchmark scores on the TSI, SAT, or ACT
● Enlist in the U.S. armed forces
All students should strive for at least one area of Postsecondary Readiness to help prepare for life after high school.
-------------------------------------------------Summer School
Students who did not receive credit in a course due to a failing grade or excessive absences may repeat courses in the
four core curriculum areas of English Language Arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. Courses are offered
through a partner program, and are based on availability and approval from campus administration. See your counselor
for more information.
Credit By Examination (CBE)
Students may take credit by examination to receive credit for high school courses. Credit by examination is offered
each year during windows specified annually. Students must score eighty (80) or better to receive credit in a course for
which they have had no prior instruction. If a student has had prior instruction the course, he/she may take a credit by
examination but must make a grade of seventy (70) or above to receive credit. See your counselor for information on
the application process.
Local Credit Courses
The District may offer courses for local credit. Such courses shall not be counted toward state graduation requirements
but may be counted toward local unit credit in addition to state graduation requirements.
LATE ARRIVAL/EARLY RELEASE
Juniors and Seniors who have completed CTE course prerequisites and are in good credit standing may apply to
complete qualified off campus learning experiences through practicum and/or career prep courses. Students must have
their relevant paid or unpaid off campus learning experience arrange and approved prior to 14 days before the first day
of classes for the school year. There will be no opportunity for non-credit bearing late arrival/early release for the
2021/22 school year. For more information, please see the counselor.
ADMISSION TO COLLEGE
The student who plans to attend college after high school graduation should begin early to plan a course of study to
assure acceptance by the college or university of his/her choice. Students must graduate on the Distinguished
Achievement program or the Foundation with Endorsement graduation plan to apply to a 4‐year college or university
right out of high school. Once the student has made a definite choice of the school he/she plans to attend, it is advisable
to keep in contact with the school’s admission office; by doing so, the student will know well in advance any entrance
requirement changes. Generally, college admission is based on a specific high school curriculum, rank in class, and scores
on college entrance exams. Most colleges post their catalogs to their websites.
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The following examinations are administered during high school to demonstrate college‐readiness and level of
preparation for entrance into college:
● PSAT‐NMSQT – This test, administered in mid‐October of each year, is designed to aid juniors in estimating
their ability to do college‐level work and to guide them in making their college plans. National Merit and
Commended Student status is determined based on PSAT scores earned during the junior year administration.
PSAT scores are also used by many industries, private foundations, and universities for scholarship purposes.
There are fees associated with this assessment. Central Heights makes this practice assessment available to all students
in grades 9-11.
● ACT and SAT – The Association of Texas College and Universities has approved a statewide system of testing
prospective college students for the purpose of admission and counseling. Students should determine which test is
required or preferred by the institutions they are considering to attend. These tests are administered several times
during the year on national test date Saturdays. Each of the tests requires advanced registration and payment of a
testing fee prior to the actual exam administration (approximately one month in advance). Central Heights may also
make additional school day testing dates available for select groups.
● Advanced Placement (AP) Examinations – Students enrolled in AP courses are expected to take the corresponding
AP exam. These exams are administered each May in multiple subject areas with variable fees. Because AP courses are
introductory college‐level courses, the program promotes colleges and university policies that grant college credit
and/or advanced standing to students with strong AP examination results (scores of 3, 4, or 5). Each university makes its
own policy as to what is an acceptable score. There are fees associated with these assessments.
● Texas Success Initiative (TSIA/TSIA2) – The TSI is a measure of college readiness given to high school students.
Students who are planning to take dual credit courses during their high school years must take and pass the TSI to be
eligible. The following are performance exemptions for the TSI exam:
o ACT – Obtaining a composite score of 23 or higher, with English and math score of 19 or higher.
o SAT – Obtaining a math score of 530, a verbal score of 480. No composite score is needed.
o Students who do not meet the minimum score on the TSI may be placed in developmental courses during their first
year of college.
Minimum scores for TSI testing are:
● TSIA (Testing before 1/11/2021)
Mathematics - 350
Reading - 351
Writing Placement score of at least 340 and an essay score of at least 4
● TSIA2 (Testing on or after 1/11/2021)
Mathematics - 950 OR below 950 and Diagnostic Level 6
ELAR (Reading and Writing) - 945 and Essay 5 OR below 945 and Diagnostic Level 5 or 6 and Essay 5
There is a fee associated with TSI testing, and testing is available on our campus. Please contact the counselor for more
information and test dates.
FINANCIAL AID
Financial aid can make higher education at a college, university, or technical school more accessible. The basic types of
student aid are grants, scholarships, loans, tuition exemptions, and work‐study. Sources of financial assistance include
the federal and state governments, local banks, or credit unions, civic or church groups, student’s and parents’
employers or unions, and the college itself. When you request information from colleges, remember to ask for financial
aid information, forms, and instructions. Some funds are limited and awarded on a first‐come, first‐serve basis, so apply
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early in your senior year. Pay attention to all published deadlines. Your best source of information is the financial aid
office at the college you wish to attend.
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
All colleges will ask you to file a FAFSA if you are applying for financial aid. You must complete the FAFSA online as
soon as possible after October 1st of your senior year. Student and parent income tax returns must be available when
completing the FAFSA. Information from this form is used to determine eligibility for federal and state aid. You will
need to work closely with the college financial office at the college you plan to attend. To apply for federal financial
aid, you must:
● Be a U.S. citizen, permanent resident or eligible non‐citizen.
● Have a valid Social Security number.
● Register with the Selective Service, if required.
● Have a high school diploma or a GED, and
● Be enrolled or accepted as a regular student working toward a degree or certificate in an eligible program.
The Texas Financial Aid Information Center (TFAIC) is a free public service available to all Texas students and families
wanting to pursue a higher education. Created in 1999, TFAIC is a collaborative effort between the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board and TG. http://www.tgsic.org or 1‐888‐311‐8881.
Scholarships
The freshman year is the time to start preparing for the stiff competition for scholarships that students face in their
senior year of high school. Involvement in extra‐curricular activities, community activities, clubs, organizations, and
volunteer work are of vital importance in the pursuit of scholarships. Preparation includes taking a rigorous foundation
of academic courses. This will enable you to score higher on ACT and SAT exams by being better prepared. ACT/SAT
exams should be initially taken in the spring of the junior year. ACT/SAT scores, class rank, grade point average (GPA),
and involvement are key factors in scholarship competitions. Additional ACT/SAT exams should be taken as need to
boost scores. Students are encouraged to keep a detailed list of activities each year for reference as a senior when
applying for college admissions and scholarships.
Texas Grant Program (Contingent on funding)
Students graduating under the Distinguished Achievement Program or the Foundations with Endorsement Plan may be
eligible for the Texas Grant, contingent on funding. Eligible students must complete the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) early in their senior year to determine financial need. For information about the Texas Grant and
other financial aid options, contact the Texas Financial Aid Information Center by calling 1‐888‐311‐8881 (toll free) or
visiting www.CollegeForAllTexans.com.
NCAA COLLEGE – BOUND STUDENT ATHLETES
If you are planning to enroll in college and participate in Division I or Division II athletics, you must be certified by the
NCAA Initial‐Eligibility Clearinghouse. Visit www.eligibilitycenter.org. Important changes are posted annually.
COLLEGE INFORMATION WEBSITES
This list is not exhaustive, but merely provides a point of entry for the college inquiry and application process. Students
should be aware that websites may sell personal data, and should evaluate all websites carefully before providing
personal details.
CHISD website ‐ ‐ www.centralhts.net
SFA website ‐ ‐ www.sfasu.edu
Angelina College website‐ ‐ www.angelina.edu
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Panola College website ‐ ‐ www.panola.edu
Apply Texas (online application for all Texas public colleges and universities) – www.applytexas.org
Common Application – (online application for many out of state and private universities – www.commonapp.org
Coalition of College Access – (online admissions help for students and application) – www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org
Free Application for Federal Student Aid ‐ ‐ www.fafsa.ed.gov
Get your FSA ID# (Both you and your parents need one) ‐ ‐ www.pin.ed.gov
Generation Texas (inspiration and information on going to college) ‐ ‐ www.gentx.org
Comprehensive website ‐ ‐ www.collegeforalltexans.com
User friendly career/college search website ‐ ‐ nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator
Online application for state colleges and universities in Texas ‐ ‐ www.applytexas.org
Online application for selective colleges and universities ‐ ‐ www.commonapp.org
Register for SAT/send scores to colleges ‐ ‐ www.collegeboard.org
Register for ACT/send scores to colleges ‐ ‐ www.act.org
NCAA Clearinghouse (Intercollegiate Athletic Eligibility) ‐ ‐ www.eligibilitycenter.org
AP/College Board Information ‐ ‐ https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/home
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board ‐ ‐ www.thecb.state.tx.us
STUDENT TIMELINE FOR COLLEGE ADMISSION
FRESHMAN YEAR
● Get to know your high school counselor
● Participate in school activities and organizations
● Look for opportunities for leadership and community service
● Attend local college fairs
● Start a student profile of activities and honors. Save it and update it annually.
● Take challenging courses (Honors) for college preparation
● Study hard and keep grades high to earn the best possible class rank
SOPHOMORE YEAR
● Take PSAT‐NMSQT in October
● Attend local college fairs
● Explore college choices on the internet and visit campuses
● Become familiar with the materials and additional assistance available in the guidance office
● Prepare for SAT/ACT and college by taking the most rigorous courses you can handle
● Continue school activity involvement and volunteer work
● Consider applying for dual credit courses for junior year
● Update student profile
JUNIOR YEAR (Fall)
● Take PSAT‐NMSQT in October
● Visit with College Admission Representatives
● Challenge yourself with rigorous courses
JUNIOR YEAR (Spring)
● Take SAT or ACT in spring semester (fee waivers are available for students with financial need)
● Contact potential universities to inquire about school and major specific admission requirements such as porfolios
● Consider applying for dual credit courses for senior year
● Narrow college choices to a short list
● Visit websites for admission information and deadlines
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● Continue to challenge yourself with Honors courses
● Continue school activity and involvement.
● Update student profile
● Visit college campuses – take a tour and meet with prospective departments
● If planning to participate in college athletics, register with the NCAA no later than the end of your junior year
SENIOR YEAR (Fall)
● Check admissions, housing and scholarship deadlines for schools still on your list (Many are as early as
October)
● Get organized. Mark your calendar with deadline alerts. Make files for each school and scholarship
● Attend college fairs
● Take SAT or ACT again if necessary (to try for higher score) and SAT Subject Tests if needed
● Make sure SAT/ACT scores and transcripts have been forwarded to colleges in which you have interest
● Use the internet for scholarship search, plus college websites for campus scholarships
● Attend Financial Aid Nights at area colleges or your high school
● Complete FAFSA, the financial aid form, which opens October 1.
● Update and fine‐tune your student profile. Do not forget to include community service, volunteering, summer
enrichment study/travel, and part‐time work
● Ask teachers and community members you have worked closely with for letters of recommendation.
SENIOR YEAR (Spring)
● Don’t fall victim to senioritis. Grades still count this semester.
● Take TSI if you are attending a Texas public college or university (if not ACT or SAT exempt)
● Wait for decisions from institutions. Make final decision and notify college of your choice
● Plan and make applications for housing for college next year, if needed.
● Keep applying for scholarships, including local opportunities shared by your counselor
● Communicate with your counselor about your decisions and any documents you need sent.
College Admission Exams (ACT & SAT)
All students should take the SAT and/or the ACT in the spring of their junior year or as early as possible in the senior
year. Many students also choose to test in the spring of sophomore year for dual credit eligibility and to guide
preparations. For more information please visit their associated websites: ACT (www.act.org) & SAT
(www.collegeboard.org). SAT and SAT Subject Tests cannot be taken on the same date, so plan accordingly.
Apply Texas
The “Apply Texas” Application for state colleges and universities is available online at www.applytexas.org. This is the
common application used by most state colleges and universities.
Transcripts
Students may request updated unofficial transcripts throughout the year to assist with tracking high school performance
and progress toward graduation requirements. For official transcripts to be sent to colleges, universities, scholarships
and the military, please request records from the counselor. Final transcripts will be sent to the college you designate
after graduation based upon the information you provide to the counselor. After graduation, you may contact the high
school to obtain copies of your final transcript as needed.
College Scholarships
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The best sources of scholarship information are periodic campus correspondence (emails of local opportunities), college
websites, and college recommended internet search engines. Check with each college to which you are applying to make
sure you receive their scholarship forms and meet their scholarship criteria and deadlines. College admission and
scholarship applications will have strict deadlines that must be observed. Students needing information or
recommendations from counselors, teachers, or other school personnel must complete a student information sheet and
present it to the recommender at least two weeks prior to the due date of any recommendation. Shorter notices do not
allow enough time to prepare the best recommendation.
Dual Credit
● May high school students receive college credit? Yes. Under Texas law, qualified high school students
may receive college credit, thereby reducing the time and attendance expense for their college education.
The one way is through dual enrollment.
● What is the difference between the two?
o “Dual Credit” or “Concurrent” means that a high school student enrolls for a course, which is
taught at a college campus, and may receive both high school and college credit for that one course. Tuition and fees
charged by the college are paid by the high school student. Classes are taught by college faculty.
● Before enrolling in a Dual Credit course please be aware that public and private colleges and universities
have policies and procedures in place to determine how they award credit for college courses taken while still
in high school. It is the responsibility of the student and his/her parent/guardian to contact the post‐secondary
institutions directly as to determine their policy for awarding credit.
Profile of a successful Honors/Dual Credit Student:
● Has scored the advanced academic level on the required EOC tests
● Highly motivated and professes an interest in the subject selected
● Develops and maintains excellent study skills and habits
● Carefully considers time commitments and balances academic load with family life and outside activities
● Asks questions and participates in class
● Perseveres when faced with challenging material
● Asks for assistance when needed
● Plans and works ahead on long term projects
CHHS has a dual credit partnership with Stephen F. Austin State University that allows students to take college courses
on the SFA campus. Students must qualify for admission to the dual credit program and meet application and
registration deadlines. All student dual credit courses must be approved by the counselor and/or principal before
registration for inclusion on the student transcript. Please contact your counselor for more information.
Career & Technology Education
Students are encouraged to take a Principles of Career & Technology Education (CTE) course during their 9th or 10th
grade year in order to be prepared to take advanced CTE courses during their 11th and/or 12th grade years. Some CTE
Pathways require students to take CTE courses all four years to reach the highest level of the program and earn
advanced certifications. Please consult your individual desired pathway or the counselor for more information.
Foundation With Endorsement Graduation Program
Foundation Program ‐ Basic course credits that all students must complete
Endorsement ‐ Additional credits required to pursue college and career goals and/ or personal academic interests
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TYPICAL FOUNDATION CREDITS
English 4
Math 3
Science 3
Social Studies 3
Foreign Language 2
Fine Arts 1
Physical Education 1
Electives 4
FOUNDATION TOTAL 22 Credits (CHHS requires additional credit for graduation on any program, see below)
TYPICAL ENDORSEMENT CREDITS (4)
4th Math 1
4th Science 1
Endorsement Electives 2 (Advanced CTE/or 4th Social Studies and an additional academic elective)
ENDORSEMENT TOTAL 4 Credits
ADDITIONAL LOCAL ELECTIVE REQUIREMENT 4 Credits
FOUNDATION WITH ENDORSEMENT TOTAL 30 Credits
ENDORSEMENT OPTIONS
● STEM
● Business & Industry
● Public Service
● Arts & Humanities
● Multi‐Disciplinary Studies
Additional endorsements may be earned by completing the Endorsement Credits or special requirements.
Students may earn the Distinguished Level of Achievement by completing an endorsement plus Algebra 2.
COURSE SELECTION PROCESS
Students are encouraged to carefully study the graduation plan of their choice and to take courses that will meet the
requirements of their graduation plan. Classes with fewer than fifteen (15) students may not be offered. Students
should always select alternate choices. The District will make every effort to meet all course requests within the
context of scheduling and teacher availability.
High school level courses are designed for students who are working at grade level. These courses are offered to meet
the needs of students who plan to attend a university, college, community college, or technical school. In addition, the
District offers specialized classes for English Language Learners, Advanced Studies, Career and Technical Education and
Special Education.
Career Preparation
Choose courses that interest and challenge you as well as prepare you for the future. Match your interest and academic
abilities to enable you to develop a career pathway for the future. Choices you make during high school years will
determine the choices available to you later in life. High School provides you opportunities to identify and explore
your interests and abilities. The process is not an easy one, but that discovery can allow you to begin to develop your
plans for college and a career before many of your peers.
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SCHEDULE CHANGES
Fall schedule changes are only allowed for errors and prerequisite requirements. Elective choices made during each
year’s course request window are final. To solve schedule conflicts, counselors may substitute an alternate choice for an
elective. Because of the potential effect on class size, counselors cannot accommodate teacher change requests,
“change of mind” requests, or lunch preferences. Necessary schedule changes (listed below) will be made ONLY during
the first week of school.
Valid reasons for a schedule change:
● Student has already earned credit for the class in which he/she is enrolled
● The student has not met a prerequisite for the course
● ARD committee decision
● Work‐based learning program students who do not have a job by the deadline
Course requests for the 2021-2022 school year may be changed through Monday, May 17, 2021 of the 2020-2021
school year. Requested changes after that time will only be accepted at the discretion of the Principal.
GUIDELINES FOR DROPPING HONORS CLASSES
Dropping from Honors classes to on‐level classes will not be considered until the end of the first six weeks grading
period. A student wishing to drop to an on‐level class at this time must submit the appropriate form to
the counselor within five school days of receiving the 1st six weeks report card. Dropping from a semester
long Honors class offered in the spring will not be considered until the end of the 4th six week grading
period. If approved, the grades from the dropped course will transfer to the new course. Required documentation for
requesting a level change includes the following:
● Schedule Change Form
● Parent/teacher/student conference held
● Minimum of three (3) tutorials attended
● Principal approval
● All required signatures, including principal approval, must be on the form before presenting it to the counselor
for the schedule change.
● Change request forms can be obtained in the counseling office.
Students wishing to drop dual credit courses must contact their counselor immediately. College deadlines and policies
will apply. In some instances, dropping one college dual credit course will result in the student’s entire dual credit
schedule being dropped. Additionally, dropping courses may result in loss of future eligibility for financial aid depending
on the student’s post-secondary plans. Students withdrawing from a college class to return to an on-level course will be
given a withdrawal grade that will transfer to their new course, and the course will not receive honors placement or
credit.
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Students must complete 30 credits to graduation with an endorsement and/or distinguished
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ADVANCED ACADEMICS

The courses listed in this section are advanced courses offered for students interested in pursuing more
rigorous study in preparation for academic or personal goals including college. These courses qualify for
weighted credit in a student’s cumulative grade average, but move at an accelerated pace and require
additional time in study and preparation outside of class for success. Students are required to meet both grade
and teacher recommendation prerequisites to take honors courses.
Courses taken through our SFA college dual credit partnership that replace an honors level core course may
be accepted for weighted credit at the discretion of the campus administration.

ADVANCED ENGLISH
Honors English I - covers the regular curriculum at an accelerated pace, engages students in an intensive
literary analysis program and introduces students to higher level thinking skills. Students read extensively and
are required to participate in the summer reading program. Students must meet the district honors
requirements and be approved by the English teacher at the end of 8th grade.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9
Prerequisite: must meet honors pre-requisites
Honors English II - covers the regular curriculum at an accelerated pace. The course also continues both the
literary analysis program and SAT preparation. Students continue to read extensively and are required to
participate in the summer reading program.
Credit: 1
Grade: 10
Prerequisite: English I, must meet honors pre-requisites
Honors English III - this course is designed to foster the ability to write well in any context. It covers the regular
English III curriculum at an accelerated pace, with a strong emphasis on the writing process. Compositions will
stem from literature as well as personal experiences. Extensive reading is a requirement of the course, and
selections will be primarily of American origin. Students are required to participate in the summer reading
program. This course is recommended for students who intend to enroll in a dual credit English class or
Honors English IV during their senior year. Interested students should request an application from the
appropriate teacher and return it by the deadline indicated.
Credit: 1
Grade: 11
Prerequisite: English II, must meet honors pre-requisites
Honors English IV - engages the student in the careful reading and critical analysis of quality literature,
primarily of British origin. While reading and responding, students will consider the structure, style, and
themes of literary works as well as smaller elements of writing such as figurative language, imagery, symbolism
and tone. Additionally, the student will write numerous essays analyzing, interpreting and evaluating literary
works. In some years dual credit English 131 and 132 may be used as a substitute for this class.
Credit: 1
Grade: 12
Prerequisite: English III, must meet honors pre-requisites

ADVANCED MATHEMATICS
Honors Algebra I - will include a deeper and broader study of all topics covered in Algebra I, particularly with
respect to the study of functions and their behaviors. Problem solving and critical thinking skills are
emphasized as well. The graphing calculator is an integral part of the course and the student will become
highly proficient in its use and applications.
Credit: 1
Grade: 8 - 9
Prerequisite: must meet honors pre-requisites
Honors Geometry - will include a deeper and broader study of all topics covered in Geometry, with emphasis
on analytical and algebraic applications as well as traditional Euclidean topics. The graphing calculator will be
used extensively.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9 - 10
Prerequisite: must meet honors pre-requisites
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Honors Algebra II - this course will be taught with more depth and complexity than Algebra II. Problem solving
will be covered in depth at each stage of the course.
Credit: 1
Grade: 10 - 12
Prerequisite: must meet honors pre-requisites
Honors Pre-Calculus - is for students with appropriate prerequisites and is an ideal fourth year math course for
college bound students. Honors Pre-Calculus combines Trigonometry, Elementary Analysis, and Analytic
Geometry to provide a foundation for Honors Calculus and other advanced college mathematics. Material is
covered in depth with focus on theoretical issues. The TI89 calculator is used extensively.
Credit: 1
Grade: 11 - 12
Prerequisite: must meet honors pre-requisites
Honors Calculus - is an advanced level math class focusing on the study of rates of change. College bound
students interested in any math, science or business field should consider taking Calculus. Honors Calculus
class can help prepare the student for CLEP or AP testing for college credit. Since this exam may earn college
credit, the course requires college level work. Any student who enrolls in the course should be prepared to
give the course the amount of time and effort such a course requires. In some years, students may substitute
equivalent dual credit calculus options as approved by administration.
Credit: 1
Grade: 11 - 12
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus with a grade of 90

ADVANCED SCIENCE
Honors Biology - is a faster paced, more advanced first year biology course. A greater emphasis will be placed
on laboratory research and technical writing skills. Outside reading assignments may be given. Students must
meet the district honors requirements and be approved by the science teacher at the end of 8th grade.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9
Prerequisite: must meet honors pre-requisites
Honors Chemistry - is a faster paced, more advanced first year chemistry course. Certain topics will be
covered at the college level. Students must be willing to do independent research and problem solve.
Recommended for students in grades 10 or 11.
Credit: 1
Grade: 10-11
Prerequisites: Algebra I and Geometry, must meet honors pre-requisites
Honors Physics - is a faster paced, more in-depth inquiry into the laws of the physical universe. Emphasis is
placed on problem solving skills, with advanced math (trigonometric) applications. Daily homework
assignments are critical. Outside projects are required.
Credit: 1
Grade: 11 – 12
Prerequisites: Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II, must meet honors pre-requisites
Honors Human Anatomy and Physiology- is a faster paced, more in-depth study of the human body. Students
will complete advanced projects and labs with topics ranging from molecular biology to body systems and
processes. Laboratory study will include dissections and use of models.
Credit: 1
Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry, must meet honors pre-requisites
Grade: 12
Honors/AP Chemistry II- This course is an advanced study of chemistry and scientific research. Students will
be taught on a college level, and must be prepared for rigorous study chemistry and scientific research and
design. This course can help prepare the student for CLEP or AP testing for college credit. This is a planned
AP course.
Credit: 2
Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, and Physics, must meet honors pre-requisites Grade: 12
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ADVANCED SOCIAL STUDIES AND ECONOMICS
Honors World Geography -This class is a faster paced, more in depth inquiry into is the study of the interaction
of man and his environment through the study of past happenings and current developments around the world.
Special emphasis is on the geographical processes, which affect interrelationships among nations, cultural
diversity, and political and economic conditions.
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: must meet honors pre-requisites
Grade: 9
Honors United States History -This class is a faster paced, more in depth inquiry into the period of time from the
Reconstruction Period to the present. Historical content focuses on the political and economic social events
and issues related to industrialization, major wars, domestic and foreign policies and reform movement. This
class will involve outside readings.
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: must meet honors pre-requisites
Grade: 11
Honors United States Government - This class is a faster paced, more in depth inquiry into the history and
workings of the United States government, state and local governments with emphasis on citizenship. This
course will be paired with Economics.
Credit: 1/2
Grade: 12
Prerequisite: must meet honors pre-requisites
Honors Economics - This class is a faster paced, more in depth inquiry into the study of the basic principles of
production, distribution, and consumption of wealth and income; free enterprise. This course will be paired
with U.S. Government.
Credit: 1/2
Grade: 12
Prerequisite: must meet honors pre-requisites

ADVANCED FOREIGN LANGUAGE
Honors Spanish III - continues to build on skills acquired in Spanish II and I. The focus is on multiple verb tenses
and their usage in spoken and written Spanish.
Credit: 1
Grade: 11 - 12
Prerequisite: Spanish II, must meet honors pre-requisites
Honors Spanish IV- continues to build on skills acquired in Spanish III. The focus is on multiple verb tenses and
their usage in spoken and written Spanish. In some years, students may choose to substitute two semesters of
college dual credit Spanish with administrative approval.
Credit: 1
Grade: 11 - 12
Prerequisite: Spanish III, must meet honors pre-requisites
Honors/AP Spanish V- continues to build on skills acquired in Spanish IV. This course is taught on a collegiate
level, with outside Spanish Language reading and writing required. This course class can help prepare the
student for CLEP or AP testing for college credit. This is a planned AP course.
Credit: 1
Grade: 11 - 12
Prerequisite: Spanish IV, must meet honors pre-requisites
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FOUNDATION COURSES
These courses are taught on the level of the state curriculum standards, with an emphasis on meeting
graduation requirements and preparing all students for college, career and military opportunities after high
school. These courses are among the “standard” or traditional courses offered to high school students, and
fulfill all requirements of the Foundation section of the high school graduation plan.

ENGLISH
English I - reviews the fundamentals of grammar, surveys major literary forms, and focuses on writing a variety
of compositions. Material covered in this course will prepare the student for the STAAR EOC Reading Test to
be administered during the 9th grade year.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9
English II - continues to increase and refine communication skills. Students practice all forms of writing and
will read extensively in multiple genres from world literature. Material covered in this course will prepare the
student for the STAAR EOC English Language Arts test to be administered during the 10th grade year.
Credit: 1
Grade: 10
Prerequisite: English I
English III - is a chronological study of American literature from its beginning to the present day. Composition
stems from the literature, as well as personal experiences. Reinforcement of grammar and mechanics is given
as student’s writing reveals the need. Students are required to research and to write a term paper.
Credit: 1
Grade: 11
Prerequisite: English II
English IV - is a course which places emphasis on concepts and skills in literature, reading and composition.
British literature will be the basis for improving reading comprehension skills and for the study of major writers
and literary terms. Composition stresses logical organization and development of ideas, correct use of
conventions of written language, proofreading the students' own work and incorporating proper language and
structure.
Credit: 1
Grade: 12
Prerequisite: English III
Public Speaking I, II, III - provides the students with the concepts and skills to prepare and present public
messages as well as analyze and evaluate the messages of others. Students will gain skills, in reading, writing,
speaking, listening, and examine areas of organization, style, debate, memory, and delivery. They will
participate in the democratic process. Also, this class is used to prepare UIL Prose/Poetry selections as well
as Informative/Persuasive Speaking Files, and the UIL Current Events and Issues Test.
Credit: ½ - 1
Grade: 10 - 12
Prerequisite: Professional Communications
Journalism - engages students in the various forms of the journalistic writing styles. Focus is on the
preparation and editing of written communication using news topics. Basic photography skills will also be
covered. Students will be exposed to skills necessary for various journalism contests and competitions.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9 - 12
Prerequisite: Teacher approval
Advanced Journalism: Newspaper I, II and III - continue to improve the various forms of journalistic writing, as
well as preparation and editing of written communications using news topics. Focus is on Writing,
Photography, Advertising, and Layout and Design skills. Students will continue to develop skills that will enable
them to compete in various journalism contests and competitions.
Credit: 1
Grade: 10 - 12
Prerequisite: Journalism, teacher approval
Yearbook - involves planning a sales campaign, learning the essentials of layout design, writing copy, and
cooperation with others to produce a record of the school year.
Credit: 1
Grade: 11 - 12
Prerequisite: Teacher approval

17

College Prep -Course specifically designed for the purpose of standardized test preparation and college
readiness. Class size will be limited so that each student will receive as much 1 on 1 instruction possible.
Students will be placed at discretion of the principal.
Credit: ½-1
Grades 11-12

MATHEMATICS
Algebra I - is the first required math class for all students. Topics include real numbers and their properties,
graphing, factoring, polynomials, with a heavy emphasis on functions and their properties. The graphing
calculator is used extensively to explore the behavior and properties of functions. Algebra I will enable the
student to have a good understanding of all basic principles needed to succeed in higher-level mathematics.
Credit: 1
Grade: 8 - 9
Prerequisite: Grade 8 math (pre-algebra)
Geometry - is required for all students and is a preparation for college or vocational education. Concepts are
developed using a variety of approaches including informal proof, coordinate geometry, transformations, and
formal proof. The graphing calculator is used extensively to explore the behavior and properties of geometric
figures, as well as in computations necessary to solve geometry problems. Connections to Algebra I are made
throughout the course.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9 - 10
Prerequisite: Algebra I
Algebra II - is for students who wish to continue their study of mathematics and is a preparation for college and
some vocational certificates and degrees. Algebra II is required for graduation under th4e Recommended High
School Program, which qualifies students for the TEXAS Grant Program. Generally, Algebra I and Geometry
are taken before Algebra II. Students planning to take Pre AP Pre-Calculus will be required to have a final
grade of 80 in Algebra II.
Credit: I
Grade: 10 - 11
Prerequisite: Algebra I
Mathematical Models with Applications is an introduction to Algebra II, with introduction to a functional
approach to solve real-world applications. The graphing calculator will be used extensively. Models from
algebra, geometry, probability and statistics will be used to solve a wide variety of problems.
Credit: 1
Grade: 10 - 11
Prerequisite: Algebra 1
Quantitative Reasoning – is a capstone mathematics course that follows Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II. It
builds on and extends what students have learned and covers other mathematics topics not typically taught in
high school. The course does not remediate skills, but reinforces needed skills as students study new topics in
relevant, engaging contexts. The student develops and applies skills used in college and careers, including
reasoning, planning, and communication, to make decisions and solve problems in applied situations involving
numerical reasoning, planning and communication.
Credit: 1
Grade: 11-12
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II
Pre-Calculus - is an ideal fourth year math course for college bound students that follows Algebra I, Geometry,
and Algebra II. Pre-Calculus combines Trigonometry, Elementary Analysis, and Analytic Geometry to provide a
foundation for calculus and other college mathematics.
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II
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Grade: 11 - 12

SCIENCE
Integrated Physics and Chemistry - is an introductory high school science course in which students conduct
field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during investigation and make informed decisions
using critical-thinking and scientific problem-solving. This course integrates the disciplines of physics and
chemistry in the following topics: force, motion, energy and matter. This course will satisfy a science
requirement for the Minimum High School Plan and the Recommended High School Plan.
Credit: 1
Grade: 10
Biology - is a first year life science course in which students will conduce field and laboratory investigations,
use scientific methods during investigations, and make informed decisions using critical-thinking and scientific
problem solving. Students in Biology study a variety of topics that include: structures and functions of cells
and viruses; growth and development of organisms; cells, tissues, and organs, nucleic acids and genetics;
biological evolution; taxonomy; metabolism and energy transfers in living organisms, living systems;
homeostasis; and ecosystems and the environment. Recommended for students in grades 9, 10 or 11.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9
Chemistry - is a basic course in which students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific
methods during investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem
solving. Students study a variety of topics that include characteristics of matter; use of the periodic table;
development of atomic theory and chemical bonding; chemical stoichiometry; gas laws; solution chemistry,
thermo-chemistry and nuclear chemistry. Students will investigate how chemistry is an integral part of our
daily lives. Recommended for students in grades 10, 11 or 12.
Credit: 1
Prerequisites: Algebra I and Geometry
Grade: 10-12
Physics - is a basic course in which students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific
methods during investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem
solving. Students study a variety of topics that include: laws of motion; changes within physical systems and
conservation of energy and momentum; forces; thermodynamics; characteristics and behavior of waves; and
atomic, nuclear, and quantum physics. Students who successfully complete Physics will acquire factual
knowledge within a conceptual framework, practice experimental design and interpretation, work
collaboratively with colleagues, and develop critical thinking skills. Recommended for students in grades 10,
11 or 12.
Credit: 1
Prerequisites: Algebra I and Geometry
Grade: 10-12
Human Anatomy and Physiology- a project and laboratory based course in which students will investigate the
human body. Topics will range from molecular biology to body systems and processes. Laboratory study will
include dissections and use of models. Designed for college preparation for biology and health career fields.
Recommended for grade 12 as the fourth science.
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry
Grade: 12
Aquatic Science - Students study the interactions of biotic and abiotic components in aquatic environments
including impacts on aquatic systems. Investigations and field work in this course may emphasize fresh water
or marine aspects of aquatic science depending primarily upon the natural resources available to study near
the school.
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Biology and IPC or Biology and Chemistry
Grades: 11 or 12

SOCIAL STUDIES AND ECONOMICS
World Geography - is the study of the interaction of man and his environment through the study of past
happenings and current developments around the world. Special emphasis is on the geographical processes,
which affect interrelationships among nations, cultural diversity, and political and economic conditions.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9
World History - offers students an overview of the entire history of humankind. Traditional historical points of
reference in world history are identified as students analyze important events and issues in western civilization,
as well as in civilization in other parts of the world.
Credit: 1
Grade: 10
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United States History - covers the period of time from the Reconstruction Period to the present. Historical
content focuses on the political, economic, and social events and issues related to industrialization, major
wars, domestic and foreign policies and reform movements.
Credit: 1
Grade: 11
United States Government - examines the history and workings of the United States government, state and
local governments with emphasis on citizenship. This course will be paired with Economics.
Credit: 1/2
Grade: 12
Economics - is a study of the basic principles of production, distribution, and consumption of wealth and
income; free enterprise. This course will be paired with U.S. Government.
Credit: 1/2
Grade: 12
Personal Financial Literacy - this course offers an overview of personal finance topics to promote healthy
financial literacy including topics such as budgeting, taxes, investing, banking, retirement, and insurance.
Credit: 1/2
Grade: 11-12

FOREIGN LANGUAGE
Spanish I - is a beginning course, which includes basic skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing, and
Spanish culture. Emphasis is on acquiring vocabulary.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9 - 12
Spanish II - reviews and builds on skills acquired in Spanish I. More speaking and listening practice is
emphasized.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9 - 12
Prerequisite: Spanish I.
Honors Spanish III - V – Course descriptions for these courses may be found in the Advance Academics section
of this guide.
Special Topics in Language and Culture- This course helps students gain insight into other world languages
and cultures. In this course, students will discover customs and traditions of countries other than their own. Students will be enrolled into this class at Administrator designation.
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Spanish 1 and Administrator Designation
Grade: 10 – 12

FINE ARTS
Band I,II, III and IV -This class provides the student with an opportunity to begin or continue playing a musical
instrument. Students will perform in Pep Band which includes basketball games and pep rallies. Students will
have the opportunity to participate in all-region band, UIL solo and ensemble, jazz band and music festivals.
Some instruments are provided by the school.
Credit: 1
Grade 9-12
Art I - will explore various artistic forms in an historical context while developing skills in perception, creative
expression and critical evaluation. The principles of design and elements of composition will be employed in
design, drawing, painting, and sculpture. Major artists and their styles will be studied. The course will include
opportunities for students to develop skills in production of art for daily use such as mosaics, jewelry, pottery
and crafts. No previous experience of artistic skill is required, but students who elect to take the course should
be interested in art in its many forms.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9 – 12
Art II, III, IV -This course will continue the exploration of artistic forms and styles and the development of skills
in perception, creative expression and critical evaluation. The course will include opportunities for students to
continue development in various genres ( such as drawing and painting ) as well as opportunities for
independent studies and portfolio production.
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Art I
Grades 10-12
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Theatre Arts I - incorporates an introduction to theater, the role of the actor in interpreting dramatic literature,
performance theory and techniques, and an overview of the technical elements of theatrical production such as
makeup, costuming and publicity. This course is the foundation for all other Theater courses, and it is
recommended that it be taken before Theater Production I-IV and/or Technical Theater I-IV. This academic
course requires regular class work as well as project and performance work.
Credits: 1
Grade: 9 - 12
Theatre Arts II, III and IV - continues the study of the historical evolution and cultural contributions of the
theater, its plays and its performance and production styles. Students study basic components of production
and apply them through performances in various historic styles and theatrical modes selected from mime,
masked theater, dance drama, puppetry, and theater for children, musical theater, radio, television, and film.
Credits: 1
Grade: 10 - 12
(9 with instructor approval)
Note: All Theatre Arts courses involve the fundamentals and history of drama, acting, and all aspects of
technical theater including set design, costume design, and lighting.
Technical Theatre I/II - combines theories of design and stagecraft techniques with construction and operation
of the various technical theater elements including scenery, properties, lighting, sound, costumes, makeup,
and public relations. Students who are artistically inclined, as well as students who are not, will benefit from
this course. All students will design and build scenery, costumes, etc will using the creative process. Class
size is limited.
Credit: 1
Grade: 10 - 12
Prerequisite: Theatre Arts I or Teacher approval
Theatre Production I-IV - provides experiences in acting and stagecraft through the preparation and public
performances of plays. This curricular laboratory for the exploration, development, and synthesis of all
elements of theater supplements the other theater courses. Students will audition, rehearse, perform in public,
research and design, work on technical crews and recognize career opportunities.
Credit: 1 repeatable for up to 4 credits.
Grade: 9 - 12
Prerequisite: Students must audition for this course. See teacher or counselor.

HEALTH, PHYSICAL EDUCATION, ATHLETICS
Health - is designed to give the student basic knowledge in personal hygiene, drug and alcohol abuse, tobacco,
communicable diseases, and exercise. Health related concepts and skills involve interaction between
individuals. Such concepts will foster personal health that affects the well being of society. In addition,
emphasis is placed on current health trends and issues as they become apparent to the public. The
development of social skills is included in this course of study. This course is a local requirement for high
school graduation.
Credit: 1/2
Grade: 9 - 12
Physical Education - is designed to promote physical fitness and also instill basic skills in lifetime activities as
well as team sports. The State requires 1 credit of PE for graduation. After students earn two state PE or PE
equivalent credits, additional PE or PE equivalent credits may be taken for local credit.
Credit: 1/2 - 1
Grade: 9 - 12
Athletics - is for students who wish to participate in the following sports: volleyball, basketball, tennis,
baseball, and softball. There are specific physical and behavioral requirements for each sport, and interested
students must obtain approval from the coaches before enrolling in Athletics. Students must be prepared to
practice after school hours, and keep up with class work and homework in all other classes. Athletics is
counted as a PE equivalent. Students must be committed to fulfilling course requirements for the entire year.
Credit: 1/2 - 1
Grade: 9 - 12
Track, Cross Country, Swimming and Golf will continue as after school sports.
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Pathways 2021-2022

These pathways serve as a recommended guide for students interested in specific career paths or program of study
during high school. Students will select a primary pathway for their graduation plan, and may select electives from other
areas based on their individual needs and goals. Students are encouraged to consult with their counselor to develop
their personal pathway and ensure graduation requirements are met.
The Academy of Agriculture
(Business & Industry Endorsement)
Animal Science
Principles of Agriculture
Small Animal Management
Equine Science
Livestock Production
Advanced Animal Science
Practicum in Ag, Food & Natural Resources
Applied Agricultural Engineering
Principles of Agriculture
Ag Mech and Metal Tech
Ag Structure Design and Function (FDF)
Ag Power Systems
Ag Equipment Design and Fabrication(Welding)
Practicum in Ag, Food & Natural Resources
Plant Science
Principles of Agriculture
Greenhouse Management
Floral Design
Horticulture Science
Advanced Floral Design (future offering)
Practicum in Ag, Food & Natural Resources
Agribusiness
Principles of Agriculture
Professional Standards in Agribusiness
Agribusiness Management
Practicum in Ag, Food & Natural Resources
Career Prep
The Academy of Business and Entrepreneurship
(Business and Industry Endorsement)
Business Management
Business Information Management I
Business Information Management II
Business Management
Practicum in Business Management
Career Prep
Accounting
Business Information Management I
Financial Mathematics
Accounting I
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Accounting II
Practicum in Business Management
Career Prep
Entrepreneurship
(Future Planned Program)
Business Information Management I
(Further Courses TBA)
The Academy of Human Services
(Public Services Endorsement)
Exercise Science and Wellness
Principles of Human Services
Lifetime Nutrition and Wellness
Human Growth and Development
Kinesiology I
Kinesiology II (future offering)
Anatomy and Physiology (science course)
Practicum in Entrepreneurship
Career Prep
Family and Community Services
Principles of Human Services
Lifetime Nutrition and Wellness
Interpersonal Studies
Human Growth and Development
Family and Community Services
Practicum in Human Services
Career Prep
Health and Wellness
Principles of Human Services
Lifetime Nutrition and Wellness
Interpersonal Studies
Human Growth and Development
Applied Nutrition and Dietetics
Practicum in Human Services
Advanced Nutrition & Dietetics (future offering)
Career Prep
Teaching and Training
Principles of Human Services
Human Growth and Development
Instructional Practices
Practicum in Edu & Training (future offering)
Career Prep

Additional (non-CTE) Pathways
The Academy of Fine Arts and Communications
(Arts and Humanities Endorsement)
Art
Theater
Band
Multi Art
Journalism and Media
Students may also earn endorsements in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) and
Multidisciplinary studies through a variety of course plans.

CAREER and TECHNICAL EDUCATION COURSES
The Academy of Agriculture
Principles of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources – is a classroom based course which allows the students
to develop knowledge and skills relating to career opportunities, personal development, the FFA, plant, soil and
animal sciences relating to agriculture, food and natural resources.
Credit: 1
Grade: 8-9
Livestock Production – is a classroom based course, which explains animal anatomy, physiology, genetics,
reproduction, nutrition, pests and diseases, and management techniques. Animal species addressed in this
course will include, but are not limited to, beef cattle, dairy cattle, swine, sheep, goats and poultry.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9-12
Small Animal Management – is a classroom based course which explains the anatomy, reproduction, nutrition,
diseases and management techniques. Animal species addressed in this course will include, but are not
limited to, small mammals, amphibians, reptiles, avian, dogs and cats.
Credit: 1/2
Grade: 9-12
Equine Science - is a classroom-based course in which the student analyzes equine science as it relates to the
nutrition, training, selection and management of horses.
Credit: 1/2
Grade: 9-12
Advanced Animal Science – is a classroom and laboratory/fieldwork based course in which students develop
skills related to the livestock production industry. This course meets the requirements for a 4th science credit
for most graduation plans.
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Principles of AFNR, or any agriculture course
Grade: 11- 12
Principles and Elements of Floral Design – is a classroom course designed to develop students’ ability to
identify and demonstrate the principles and techniques related to floral design as well as develop an
understanding of the management of floral enterprises.
Credit: 1
Prerequisite: Principles of AFNR, or any agriculture course
Grade: 10– 12
Landscape Design and Turf Grass Management – is a classroom based course designed to develop the
understanding of the landscape and turf grass management techniques and practices.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9 – 12
Horticulture Science – is a classroom based course designed to develop an understanding of common
horticultural management practices as they relate to food and ornamental plant production.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9 – 12
Advanced Plant and Soil Science – is a classroom based course designed to develop an understanding of
current plant and soil science as it relates to the food and fiber production.
Credit: 1
Grade: 11 – 12
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Agricultural Mechanics and Metal Technologies – is a laboratory based course designed to develop and
understanding of agricultural mechanics as it relates to safety and skills in tool operation, electrical wiring,
plumbing, carpentry, fencing, concrete and metal working techniques.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9 – 12
Agricultural Structure Design and Function – is a laboratory based course designed to develop knowledge and
skills related to agricultural structural design and fabrication.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9 – 12
Agricultural Power Systems – is a laboratory based course designed to develop an understanding of power and
control systems as related to energy sources, small and large power systems, and agricultural machinery.
Credit: 2
Grade: 10 – 12
Agricultural Equipment Design and Fabrication – is a laboratory based course which allows the student to
develop knowledge and skills required for employment in metal technology systems. (Formerly Welding I)
Credit: 2
Grade: 11 – 12
Prerequisite: Agricultural Mechanics and Metal Technologies, approval of instructor
Greenhouse Operation and Production - is designed to develop an understanding of greenhouse production
techniques and practices. To prepare for careers in horticultural systems, students must attain academic skills
and knowledge, acquire technical knowledge and related to horticultural systems and the workplace, and
develop knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements and industry expectations.
Credit:1
Grade 9-12
Professional Standards in Agribusiness & Agribusiness Management - is designed to develop an understanding
of agribusiness, professional standards and management. To prepare for careers in a wide range of
agribusiness areas, student must attain academic skills and knowledge, acquire technical knowledge, and
develop knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements and industry expectations.
Credit:1
Grade 9-12
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, approval of instructor
Practicum in Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources – is a laboratory based or field based course in which
students will demonstrate and gain specialized knowledge and skills in the agricultural industry.
Credit: 2 – 3
Prerequisite: At least 2 courses in agriculture, instructor approval

24

Grade: 11 – 12

The Academy of Business and Entrepreneurship
Professional Communications - provides opportunities for students to apply and extend their communication
skills to a variety of social and professional contexts, both in and out of the classroom. Effective
communication skills, when mastered, enable today's youth to become productive members of America's
workforce. This course is required for graduation.
Credit: 1/2
Grade: 9 - 12
Accounting I & II - introduces students to accounting concepts, principles, and procedures. The course
emphasizes the skills and knowledge necessary to conduct personal business or to further their education in
the field of accounting.
Credit: 1
Grade: 11 - 12
Prerequisite: Algebra, Geometry, Business Information Management I
Business Information Management I - this class will cover areas such as operating systems, information
management, spreadsheets, presentation software, telecommunications and the Internet, and desktop
publishing. This is a CATE class for the Business Ed/Computer Science student. We will work towards enduser certifications from Microsoft Corporation in the areas relating to the tools in the Microsoft Office Suite.
Students will be required to take recognized industry certification exams for Office.
Credit: 1
Grade: 9-12
Business Information Management II – this course builds on the foundational knowledge of BIM I. Students will
develop knowledge and skills needed for success in business pathways as well as develop an understanding of
the industry with a focus on fundamental elements and principles of information management, multimedia
communications and design. Students will work toward end-user industry certifications from Microsoft and
Adobe Corporation.
Credit: 1
Grade: 10 - 12
Prerequisite: Business Information Management I
Business Management - Business Management is designed to familiarize students with the concepts related to
business management as well as the functions of management, including planning, organizing, staffing,
leading, and controlling. Students will also demonstrate interpersonal and project-management skills.
Credit: 1
Grade: 11 - 12
Prerequisite: Business Information Management I
Financial Mathematics -Students apply critical-thinking skills to analyze financial options based on current and
projected economic factors. Students will gain knowledge and skills necessary to set long-term financial goals
based on those options. Students will determine methods of achieving long-term financial goals through
investment, tax planning, asset allocation, risk management, retirement planning, and estate planning. This
course is acceptable for a 4th mathematics course for most graduation plans. This course is not acceptable as
an advanced mathematics course for STEM mathematics endorsements.
Prerequisite: Algebra 1, Geometry
Grade:11-12
Practicum in Business Management - Practicum in Business Management is designed to give students
supervised practical application of previously studied knowledge and skills. Practicum experiences occur in a
paid or unpaid arrangement and a variety of locations appropriate to the nature and level of experience.
Students implement personal and interpersonal skills to strengthen individual performance in the workplace
and in society and to make a successful transition to the workforce or postsecondary education. Students
apply technical skills to address business applications of emerging technologies.
Credit: 2 – 3
Grades: 11 – 12
Prerequisite: Two courses in business management & instructor approval
Career Preparation I & II - Career Preparation provides opportunities for students to participate in a learning
experience that combines classroom instruction with paid business and industry employment experiences and
supports strong partnerships among school, business, and community stakeholders. The goal is to prepare
students with a variety of skills for a fast-changing workplace. Students must have an approved paid job,
transportation to their workplace and maintain employment throughout their enrollment in the course.
Credit: 2 – 3
Grade:11-12
Prerequisite: Employment, Teacher Approval

25

The Academy of Human Services
Principles of Human Services – this laboratory course will enable students to investigate careers in the human
services career cluster including counseling and mental health, early childhood development, family and
community, and personal care services. Each student is expected to complete the knowledge and skills
essential for success in high-skill, high-wage, or high-demand human services careers. Students are
encouraged to participate in extended learning experiences such as career and technical organizations and
other leadership or extracurricular organizations.
Credit: ½ - 1
Grades: 9 – 12
Interpersonal Studies - this course examines how the relationships between individuals and among family
members significantly affect the quality of life. Students use knowledge and skills in family studies and human
development to enhance personal development, foster quality relationships, promote wellness of family
members, manage multiple adult roles and pursue careers related to counseling and mental health services.
Students are encouraged to participate in extended learning experiences such as career and technical student
organizations and other leadership or extracurricular organizations.
Credit: 1
Grades: 10 – 12
Lifetime Nutrition and Wellness – this laboratory course allows students to use principles of lifetime wellness
and nutrition to help them make informed choices that promote wellness as well as pursue careers related to
hospitality and tourism, education and training, human services, and health sciences. Students are
encouraged to participate in extended learning experiences such as career and technical student
organizations and other leadership or extracurricular organizations.
Credit: ½
Grades: 10 – 12
Family and Community Services – this laboratory-based course is designed to involve students in realistic and
meaningful community-based activities through direct service experiences. Students are provided
opportunities to interact and provide services to individuals, families, and the community through community or
volunteer services. Emphasis is placed on developing and enhancing organizational and leadership skills and
technical student organizations or other leadership of extracurricular organizations.
Credit: 1
Grades: 10 – 12
Human Growth and Development -This course is an examination of human development across the lifespan with
emphasis upon research, theoretical perspectives, and common physical, cognitive, emotional, and social
developmental milestones. The course covers material that is generally taught in a postsecondary, onesemester introductory course in developmental psychology or human development.
Credit: 1
Grades: 10-12
Recommended Prerequisite: Principles of Human Services
Applied Nutrition and Dietetics -This course reinforces professional standards, food safety and sanitation, food
service and management, and nutrition care for individuals and groups. The course introduces and applies
career -focused and real-world topics related to nutrition such as the nutrition care process, types of nutrition
education and counseling, development of nutrition programs, and nutrition industry related research.
Credit: 1
Grades: 10-12
Recommended Prerequisite: Lifetime Nutrition and Wellness, Human Growth and Development
Kinesiology I - This course is designed to introduce students to the basic concepts of kinesiology. Students will
gain an understanding of body mechanics, physiological functions of muscles and movements,
the history of kinesiology, and the psychological impact of sports and athletic performance.
Students will also explore careers within the kinesiology field and be able to explain the societal
demand for kinesiology-related jobs.
Credit: 1
Grades: 10-12
Recommended Prerequisite: Lifetime Nutrition and Wellness, Human Growth and Development
Instructional Practices -This course provides students with background knowledge of child and adolescent
development as well as principles of effective teaching and training practices. Students learn to plan and direct
individualized instruction and group activities, prepare instructional materials, develop materials for
educational environments, assist with record keeping, and complete other responsibilities of teachers,
trainers, paraprofessionals, or other educational personnel.
Credit: 2
Grades: 10-12
Recommended Prerequisite: Human Growth and Development
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Practicum in Human Services – provides occupationally specific training and focuses on the development of
consumer services, early childhood development and services, counseling and mental health services, and
family and community service careers. Content for Practicum in Human Services is designed to meet the
occupational preparation need and interests of students and should be based upon the knowledge and skills for
communication, critical thinking, problem solving information technology, ethical and legal responsibilities,
leadership teamwork, and entrepreneurship. Instruction may be delivered through school-based laboratory
training or through work-based delivery arrangements such as mentoring and job shadowing. Students are
encouraged to participate in extended learning experiences such as career and technical student
organizations and other leadership or extracurricular organizations.
Credit: 2 – 3
Grades: 11 - 12
Prerequisite: Two courses in human services & instructor approval

27

