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Event Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2020
Event Website: http://bit.ly/2oVojSN
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DEADLINE DATES
T-shirt size orders and on-line registrations
MUST be completed by 3:30 p.m. on Friday,
April 10th.
Explanation:
#1. In order for the t-shirt order to be completed before the last meeting the shirt
sizes must be submitted by this date.
#2. We have to know exactly how many students are in each category so that we can
organize the activities and judging schedule and can determine exactly how many
judges and group leaders are needed.

The O.U.R. permission forms for participation
and photo release must be submitted to Nathan
Windel by May 8th OR brought by the school’s
science fair coordinator to the work day on May
12th.
Explanation:
Part of the work day will consist of checking every student’s permission slip to make sure it is
signed.
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Philosophy
The Ozarks Unlimited Resources Educational Service Cooperative Elementary Science Fair has
been established to increase student motivation and interest in the sciences and to provide
public recognition of outstanding students within the O.U.R. CO-OP member school districts.
The goals of the CO-OP Science Fair are:







To promote interest in science and emerging technology.
To develop problem solving and critical thinking skills.
To recognize outstanding talent and foster opportunities in the sciences in the 21 st
century.
To advance mathematics and communication skills as an integral part of science learning.
To encourage parental involvement in their child’s science education.
To stimulate the spirit of cooperation between the schools and the community.

The Science Fair Committee hopes to advance these goals by promoting the O.U.R. Elementary
Science Fair. This event provides the opportunity for children to exhibit products that
demonstrate the process of scientific inquiry and its applications to the natural world. Science
education is not limited to the acquisition of knowledge and skills, but extends to the dynamic
process of attempting to answer questions and seeking solutions to problems that will satisfy
their curiosity about the world and beyond.
The skills that are utilized when conducting an inquiry-based project are strongly aligned with the
Practices that the Next Generation Science Standards are built on.

What is the Fair?
The O.U.R. Elementary Science Fair offers an opportunity for area K-6 students to share the
results of their science learning experiences with the community. These outstanding young
students from member school districts in Baxter, Boone, Carroll, Johnson, Madison, Marion,
Newton, and Searcy counties, deserve public recognition for their hard work on their science
projects. This event provides a broader platform for them to communicate their knowledge of the
process of scientific inquiry. It gives parents, family, and the public a chance to see how these
young people apply their growing skills in science, math, and literacy, as they prepare for the
future.
All entrants have been judged to be among the top-three in their grade level or category in their
local school’s science fair. Awards are given for grade level winners, categories within grade
levels, and overall prizes in several categories. Any student project may go on to compete at the
state elementary level (if offered that year), regardless of the results at this event.
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WHO MAY PARTICIPATE?
Projects that are eligible for entry in the O.U.R. Elementary Science Fair must meet the following
requirements:
1. Must be submitted by a school in the O.U.R. Cooperative service area.

2. Project must be:
 An individual student project from grades K-6.
 Or a team project from grades K-6.
 Or a class project from grade levels K-2, 3-4, or 5-6.

3. Must be the top finishers from their school fair to be entered into the O.U.R. Fair. Ties
must be resolved at the school level.

4. Maximum number of entries:
 Individual projects - A maximum of three student projects per category in each grade
level from each school.
 Team Projects – Team is its own category. A maximum of three total projects per
grade level in the 3-6 division from each school and a maximum of three total projects
from the K-2 division from each school.
 Class Projects –Class projects are in their own category. A maximum of one project
per school in the K-2 division, one project per school in the 3-4 division, and one
project per school in the 5-6 division.

5. Must meet all Science Fair rules and regulations and DEADLINE DATES.

6. Schools will be charged a fee of $20 for each participant that is registered, to cover
the costs of the fair and a tee shirt for each participant. There is no entry fee for
class projects.
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AWARDS



Awards will be presented to first, second, and third place winners in each grade level in
the K-2 division for projects in the Investigations and Experiments category, the
Engineering category and the Collections, Models, and Demonstrations category. Grade
levels may be combined if there are too few entries in a particular category. Additional
awards of 4th and 5th place or honorable mention may be awarded some years if the
budget allows.



Awards will be presented to first, second, and third place winners for individual projects
in each grade level in the 3-6 division for projects in each of the four Investigations and
Experiments categories: Earth-Space Science, Physics, Chemistry, Life Science, and
Engineering. Additional awards of 4th and 5th place or honorable mention may be awarded
some years if the budget allows.



Awards will be presented to first, second, and third place winners in the K-2 and 3-6
divisions for team projects. Additional awards of 4th and 5th place or honorable mention
may be awarded some years if the budget allows.



Overall winners will be awarded to the winners of the categories.



Awards will be presented to schools with the top class projects in both the K-2, 3-4, and
5-6 divisions. The winners will keep a traveling trophy until new winners are awarded at
the next year’s fair.



Special awards will also be presented by local businesses to students whose project
best matches their award criteria. A list of the previous year’s special awards
requirements are listed on http://bit.ly/2ImqhV2. Each year’s awards are subject to
change.
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RULES AND REGULATIONS
2020 O.U.R. ELEMENTARY DISTRICT SCIENCE FAIR
The following rules and regulations apply to all students in grades K-6 who enter the O.U.R.
Elementary Science Fair. Each entrant and his/her parents must be provided a copy of these
rules by the local science fair coordinator. It is the responsibility of the entrant’s teacher,
parent, and school science fair coordinator to ensure that all projects entered follow the
rules and regulations of the O.U.R. Cooperative Elementary Science Fair. It is suggested
that the same rules be followed for the local science fairs.
1. The O.U.R. Science Fair Committee requires that projects and experiments
involving humans and vertebrates meet the guidelines and rules set forth by the
Intel Science and Engineering Fair (please see below for exceptions). These rules
and the associated forms can be found at
http://www.societyforscience.org/isef/rulesandguidelines and
http://www.societyforscience.org/isef/document.
The forms associated with experiments and projects involving humans and
vertebrates must have been approved by the ISEF Scientific Review Committee for
the 5th-12th grade ISEF Regional Science and Engineering Fair in Fayetteville prior
to the OUR science fair and must accompany the student’s registration form when
it is submitted.
There are some projects that involve humans that are exempt from the paperwork
and these include:

o Testing of a student-designed invention, program, concept, etc. where the feedback
received is a direct reference to the product, where personal data is not collected, and
where the testing does not pose a health or safety hazard.
o Data/record review studies (e.g., baseball statistics, crime statistics) in which the data
are taken from preexisting data sets that are publicly available and/or published and do
not involve any interaction with humans or the collection of any data from a human
participant for the purpose of the student’s research project.
o Behavioral observations of unrestricted, public settings (e.g., shopping mall, public
park) in which all of the following apply: a. the researcher has no interaction with the
individuals being observed b. the researcher does not manipulate the environment in
any way and c. the researcher does not record any personally identifiable data.
o Projects in which the student receives the data in a de-identified/anonymous format
which complies with both of the following conditions: a. the professional providing the
data certifies in writing that the data have been appropriately de-identified and are in
compliance with all privacy and HIPAA laws, and b. the data were appropriately deidentified by review of the written documentation provided by the supervising adult(s).
There are some projects that involve vertebrates that are exempt from the
paperwork and these include:

o There is no interaction with the animals being observed,
o There is no manipulation of the animal environment in any way, and
o The study meets all federal and state agriculture, fish, game and wildlife laws and
regulations.
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2. Each student (Grades K-6) who enters the O.U.R. Elementary Science Fair must have
been selected by his/her school as a first, second or third place local winner in their
category or grade level. No elementary school may enter more than nine projects
(maximum of three per category – Experiments/Investigations, Engineering, and
Collections/Models) per grade level in the K-2 division; no more than twelve
projects (maximum of three per category – Earth-Space, Life, Physical A and B,
Engineering) per grade level in the 3-6 individual division; no more than three team
projects per grade level in grades 3-6; no more than 3 team projects in the grade K2 team category; and no more than three class projects (one each in the K-2, 3-4,
and 4-6 division) in the O.U.R. Elementary Science Fair.
3. Exhibits must be registered by each school by 3:30 p.m. Friday, April

10, 2020. Registration will be completed on-line this year and the link is
on the science fair website.
4. The paper registration form for individual projects must be signed by the student,
parent, and teacher and must be submitted by fax or mail to Nathan Windel by May 10th
or brought by the school’s science fair coordinator to the meeting on May 11/12th. School
coordinators should be certain these signatures are on the completed form.
5. Projects must be set up before 9:45 a.m., May 13, 2020. Participants should arrive at the
fair sufficiently early to allow at least thirty minutes for setup. Entrants must be
accompanied by a school official. Parents or other adults may accompany and assist
the entrant, but are not allowed in the project area during judging. No siblings or minor
friends may accompany the entrant to the project area. (This is for the protection of all
projects.)
6. Entrants are responsible for the removal and cleanup of their projects immediately
following the awards ceremony (not before). Projects not removed will be discarded.
7. Students are required to provide their own extension cords or other electrical needs
(adapters, power strips, etc.) The extension cord must be “heavy duty.” Typical
household extension cords are not acceptable.
8. LIMIT THE USE OF FACES OF STUDENTS OR OTHERS IN ANY PHOTOS USED.
CHOOSE PHOTOS THAT COMMUNICATE THE PROCESS OF SCIENCE, NOT THE
FACE OF THE YOUNG SCIENTIST.
9. It should also be noted that there are three categories for students in the K-2 division.
There is an “Experiments and Investigations” category, a “Collections, Models, and
Demonstrations” category, and an “Engineering” category. Each school will be allowed a
total of 9 students per grade level, a maximum of 3 projects for each category. Please
review the display rule for “Collections, Models, and Demonstrations”.
10. In the 3-6 individual project division:
 There will be 5 categories for each grade: Earth Science, Life Science, Chemistry,
Physics and Astronomy, and Engineering.
 Each school will be allowed a total of 3 projects per category in each grade level (a
maximum of fifteen total individual projects in a grade level.)
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11. The Life Science category for grades 3-6 will be divided into a Plant Science group and a
General Life Science group. The projects will be categorized into the Plant Science
group based on the type of project determined by ISEF’s description as follows:
Plant Science: (agronomy, plant development and growth, ecology, genetics/breeding of
plants, plant pathology and physiology)
General Life Science (animal science, behavioral and social sciences, cellular and
molecular biology, medicine and health sciences, microbiology, and some environmental
sciences)
12. Class Projects – A maximum of one project per school in the K-2 division and one project
per school in the 3-4 division and one project per school in the 5-6 division. Class projects
are in their own category. The winners will keep a traveling trophy until next year’s fair.
13. The K-2 and 3-6 team project entries will compete as a separate category and not
within grade levels, unless there are a sufficient number of projects to group them by grade
level.

The following page includes rules regarding TEAM projects, followed by rules for the actual
display at the O.U.R. Elementary Science Fair. Please read these carefully so that the
student is not disappointed when he/she is unable to display something he/she had
planned to include.

Team Project Rules
1. All TEAM projects must follow the same project rules and guidelines as individual
projects.
2. A student may enter the science fair only once, cannot enter both as an individual and as
part of a team project.
3. A TEAM project consists of no more than two people on a team.
4. If a TEAM member drops out, the project cannot be entered in the individual
category. Once a TEAM project is started, it has to be completed as a team project.
5. TEAM PROJECTS are entered in OPEN TEAM categories for grades K-2 and 3-6. If
there are enough entries for each grade level in the 3-6 category, then grade level team
awards will be granted.
6. If TEAM members are in different grade levels, they will compete in the higher-grade
category.
7. TEAM entry fee is $10 per team member plus $10 for each member’s tee shirt, for a total
of $40 per team.
8. Each school can send a maximum of three teams per K-2 category and three teams per
grade level at grades 3, 4, 5, and 6.
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9. TEAM is its own category. All types of projects will be judged together: Earth Science,
Life Science, Chemistry, Physics and Astronomy, and Engineering.
10. There is a separate judging criteria for TEAM projects, with emphasis on teamwork.
11. Both TEAM members must present their project to the judges.
12. TEAM Projects will be awarded a first, second, or third. Each TEAM member receives an
award.
13. TEAM projects will be eligible for special awards.
14. The winning projects from the team division will NOT be eligible for OVERALL Awards
from the pool of 1st place projects per category.

RULES – PROJECT DISPLAYS
1. The display must be self-standing. Reinforced cardboard, plywood, Masonite, Styrofoam
board, or pegboard are acceptable materials. Poster board alone is not acceptable.
You will find a list of sources for display boards and related materials in the appendix.
2. Maximum dimensions for an individual project are 76 centimeters (30 inches) deep, 91
centimeters (36 inches) wide and 183 centimeters (72 inches) high or 274 centimeters
(108 inches) from floor to ceiling. Projects may be smaller but not larger than these
dimensions.
3. Names of the student, teacher, or school must not appear anywhere on the front of the
display or notebooks.
4. The entrant is responsible for firmly attaching all removable parts to the display. Security
and safety must be designed into each exhibit.
5. Each individual is responsible for providing all materials for set up (heavy duty extension
cords, staples, tape, scissors, etc.). These items will not be provided.
6. A number provided at registration by the Co-op will be the only identification for all
projects.
7. The following items may not be displayed: water, human tissues, plants, soil,
animals, chemical, noxious gases, open flames, alcoholic beverages, food and
liquids, molds, bacterial cultures, explosives, toxic or flammable liquids, or any
other items that the Rules Committee designates as potentially harmful. See ISEF
rules summary on page 12 or at https://student.societyforscience.org/intel-isefdisplay-and-safety-regulations#notallowedbooth
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Students may use the materials listed above when they do their experiments, as long as
they are in compliance with ISEF rules, but they are not to be displayed. If you used any
of these items in your experiment, use photographs to explain their use. It is acceptable to
show picture of the entrants and/or others participating in the study, with the purpose of
the photos to enhance understanding of the project.
8. Student projects in the K-2 Division and Collections, Models & Demonstrations
Category only, are allowed to display their collection or model in front of their display
board within the space requirements, if it is necessary to explain their project beyond
photographs and materials fastened to their display board. Please seek approval from
your school’s Teacher Coordinator. This rule does not apply to the Experiments and
Investigations category of the K-2 Division or to all projects in the 3-6 Division.
THE O.U.R. SCIENCE FAIR COMMITTEE AND THE HOST FACILITY ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR
ANY LOST, STOLEN, OR DAMAGED ITEMS.
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INTEL ISEF DISPLAY AND SAFETY REGULATIONS
Not Allowed at Project or in Display Booth
1. Living organisms, including both plants and animals.
2. Soil, sand, or rocks.
3. Taxidermy specimens or parts
4. Preserved vertebrate or invertebrate animals
5. Human or animal food
6. Human/animal parts or body fluids (for example, blood, urine)
7. Plant materials (living, dead, or preserved) that are in their raw, unprocessed, or nonmanufactured state. (Exception: manufactured construction materials used
in building the project or display)
8. All chemicals including water.
9. All hazardous substances or devices [for example, poisons, drugs, firearms, weapons,
ammunition, reloading devices, and lasers].
10. Dry ice or other sublimating solids
11. Sharp items (for example, syringes, needles, pipettes, knives)
12. Flames or highly flammable materials
13. Batteries with open-top cells
14. Awards, medals, business cards, flags, etc.
15. Photographs or other visual presentations depicting vertebrate animals in surgical
techniques, dissections, necropsies, or other lab procedures.
16. Active Internet or e-mail connections as part of displaying or operating the project.

ISEF Rules and Procedures can be found at: https://student.societyforscience.org/intel-isefdisplay-and-safety-regulations
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RULES OF CONDUCT FOR THE COMPETITION
Your responsible conduct at the O.U.R. Elementary Science Fair will help make the event a
success and the day more memorable for you!
The following suggestions about your conduct in the competition will help you enjoy the science
fair:

1.

Plan to arrive at the fair in plenty of time to set up your project carefully and be prepared
to talk with the judges about your project.

2.

It is recommended that you bring a special box of emergency supplies in case you should
damage a label or your display board. [Glue, pencil, pen, index cards, marking pens, tape,
paper towels, stapler/staples, scissors, electrical cord (if needed), and anything special
you may need to repair your display.]

3.

Be sure to have all demonstrations or removable objects firmly attached to the table or to
your project board so that signs such as “Don’t Touch” or “Hands Off” will not be
necessary.

4.

DO NOT TOUCH other student’s projects.

5.

Entrants should keep their display area neat and clean. Displays should be removed 15
minutes prior to the Awards Assembly.

6.

If you are moving about when projects are being judged, be courteous by moving quietly
and carefully. Do not walk between a judge and a student being interviewed or behave in
a way that would distract the judge or the student.

7.

During the judges’ interview, stand quietly by your project until you are dismissed. Do
not leave your designated area until an official dismisses you. Once you are
dismissed, you should leave the project area immediately.

8.

Only students entered in the fair, judges, or science fair personnel are allowed in the
display area during the judging and interviews.

9.

Your courtesy and cooperation will help make this a great day for everyone.
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APPENDIX

Tentative Event Day Schedule
Sample Parent Letter for Local Science Fair
Sample Parent Letter for O.U.R. CO-OP FAIR
Components of a Project (K-2 Collections, Models, Demonstrations)
Components of a Project (K-6 Investigations and Experiments)
Science Project Organizer
Helpful Hints for your Display
Judge Your Own Project
Guidelines for Collections and Models
Sources for Display Boards
Assumption of Risk and Release/Video Release
Student Registration Information
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O.U.R. COOPERATIVE
ELEMENTARY SCIENCE FAIR

Wednesday, May 13th, 2020
North Arkansas College - Pioneer Pavilion
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

8:45-9:45 a.m.

Registration, Distribution of Packets, & Set-up North Arkansas
College, Harrison, Arkansas

9:30-10:00 a..m.

Orientation of Judges

9:30-9:45 a.m.

Volunteer/Parent Orientation for Team Leaders

9:45-10:00 a.m.

Opening Ceremony in Pioneer Pavilion

10:00 –3:00 p.m.

Judging of Projects
Stand by Projects for Judges’ Interviews as scheduled

10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Students and Parents – Scheduled Activities

3:00-3:45

Public Viewing of Projects/vote on viewer favorite

3:45-4:00

Project Take-Down

4:00-5:00

Awards Ceremony
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SAMPLE PARENT LETTER FOR A LOCAL FAIR
Dear Parents:
The (school building name) will have an Elementary Science Fair on (day/date), for students in grades K6. Winners will have an opportunity to enter the O.U.R. Educational Cooperative’s Elementary Science
Fair on May 13, 2020.
Your child is being encouraged to take part because science fairs provide a valuable opportunity for
youngsters to gain a deeper understanding of the nature of science by developing their own science
project, and offers them a setting to apply math, literacy, and communication skills in a creative
environment.
Student prizes to be presented at the local level include (please complete this portion with your district’s
information).
Those students meeting the criteria to enter the O.U.R Co-op Elementary Science Fair will have an
opportunity to win awards and prizes. At the OUR Fair, first, second, and third place winners in each
grade level will receive an award.
We will discuss methods and procedure in the classroom. Although the student must do work on the
project, your suggestions and encouragement will be of great value to your child.
The following list of steps (which we will discuss in greater detail in the classroom) should be of help to
both you and your child:
1. Choose a problem to investigate (reading about areas of interest will help your child select a
topic).
2. Do some background research, get advice, and discuss the ideas with others.
3. Develop a hypothesis -- a scientific prediction about the probable results.
4. Plan the steps of the experiment that you will use to test your hypothesis. (Be sure to make safety
a major consideration).
5. Begin the experiment(s) and observations. Keep accurate records; use SI units for all data that
you collect.
6. Write the summary report or abstract, drawing conclusions about your results.
7. Design and construct your science fair exhibit.
8. Photographs of the student performing the experiment enhance the display.
9. The student’s name must not appear on the front of the project or on any materials in the display.
Projects are due for our local science fair on (date/time/place). All projects will be displayed on
(date/time/place).
Details concerning the O.U.R. Educational Co-op Elementary Science Fair will be provided in a later
communication. Due to time constraints, no one except student entrants, judges, or science fair
personnel will be permitted in the project area during the judging portion of the schedule that day. We
appreciate your help in making the science fair a successful learning experience for your child.
Sincerely,
Name/Position
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SAMPLE PARENT LETTER FOR O.U.R. FAIR
Dear Parents:
Our school recently held its elementary science fair. Congratulations on the recognition that your child’s
project received. They are now eligible to participate in the annual O.U.R. Co-op Elementary District
Science Fair on May 13, 2020 at North Arkansas College in Harrison. Participation in this science fair
provides an opportunity for your youngster to take pride in their successful project and compete with
students from Baxter, Boone, Carroll, Johnson, Madison, Marion, Newton, and Searcy Counties. First,
second and third place winners in the O.U.R. Elementary Science Fair will receive ribbons and awards.
Please make plans to attend the awards assembly and public viewing of the O.U.R. Elementary Science
Fair on May 13, 2020 at North Arkansas College. The following tentative schedule is for your
convenience:

8:45-9:45 a.m.

Registration, Distribution of Packets, & Set-up North Arkansas
College, Harrison, Arkansas

9:30-10:00 a.m.

Orientation of Judges

9:30-9:45 a.m.

Volunteer/Parent Orientation for Team Leaders

9:45-10:00 a.m.

Opening Ceremony in Pioneer Pavilion

10:00 –3:00 p.m.

Judging of Projects
Stand by Projects for Judges’ Interviews as scheduled

10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Students and Parents – Scheduled Activities

3:00-3:45

Public Viewing of Projects/vote on viewer favorite

3:45-4:00

Project Take-Down

4:00-5:00

Awards Ceremony

** Due to time constraints, no one except student entrants, judges, or science fair personnel will be
permitted in the project area during the judging portion of the schedule that day. We appreciate your help
in making the science fair a successful learning experience for your child.
Thank you for your assistance in making the science fair a successful learning experience for our
students.
Sincerely,
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COMPONENTS OF THE PROJECT
Collections, Models & Demonstrations (K-2)
Each exhibit should contain the following components:
1. Title.
The title is often chosen to attract attention to the project. It may be more creative than
the statement of the problem.
2 Purpose
This is a brief description of the purpose of the project.
3. Materials
Provide a complete list of materials that was required.
4. Procedure.
This is a step-by-step set of instructions on how the project was done. The procedure
should be written clearly enough so that anyone could repeat the project without your
assistance.
5. Abstract.
This is a paragraph which briefly restates your problem, procedure, and conclusion. The
presence of summary information, reflections, or applications will strengthen the project.
6. Acknowledgements.
List the people who helped with your project and how they helped. Use only their
professional titles. Do not identify them by name.

** See Appendices, page 24, 28 and 29 for Scoresheets and Guidelines on Collections and
Models.
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COMPONENTS OF THE PROJECT
Investigations and Experiments Category (K-6)
Each exhibit should contain the following components or steps:
1. Title.
The title is often chosen to attract attention to the project. It may be more creative than
the statement of the problem.
2. Statement of the Problem/Purpose/Question.
This is a brief description of the problem to be solved or the study to be done. What
question are you attempting to answer with your experiment?
Examples: What effect does temperature have on a plant’s growth?
Which soil is best for growing tomatoes?
Will increasing the exposure time of salt to sunlight affect the rate at which it
dissolves in water?
3. Hypothesis.
This is an educated expectation, or prediction, of what will happen. What is the probable
answer to the problem and why do you think that?
Examples: Energizer batteries will outlast the other brands because they are more
expensive.
Sandy loam is the best soil for growing tomatoes because it drains better
than other soils.
Salt exposed to sunlight for a longer amount of time will dissolve quicker
because the sunlight may aid in breaking apart the bonds.
4. Procedure.
Write a step-by-step set of instructions stating how the project was done. It is like a
recipe, what you did first, second, third, etc. The procedure should be written clearly
enough that anyone can repeat the project without your assistance. This component
explains how you did your experiment.
5. Data/Results/Observations.
When you perform your experiment, record any observations that you make including
measurements (SI units such as centimeters, meters, grams, etc.) and descriptions.
Whenever possible, construct a table or graph (or both) to make your data easier to
understand.
6. Conclusion.
Based on your data, what was the outcome? What did the experiment show? Does your
data indicate that your hypothesis was correct? Does the data fail to support the
hypothesis and indicate something else? Why do you think that is? What is the answer to
the question/problem in your Statement of the Problem?
(Remember that it is okay if the results don’t match your hypothesis.)
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You may enhance your project by including any or all of the following:
7. Log Book
Keep a written record of your project in a notebook, called a log book. Document what
you did, and data you collected, day-to-day on your experiment.
8. Background Information
A research report containing information about the topic studied in the project. Use the
library to gain knowledge from books, magazines, newspapers to learn as much as you
can about your project. Search the Internet for reputable web sites and consult experts
who can assist you.
9. Bibliography
List all of the reference materials used in the project.
10. Materials
List of all quantities (using SI Units) of materials needed to do this project.
11. Recommendations
Could someone else repeat your project based on what you provide? Would they get the
same or different results? Did your experiment generate additional questions or topics
that merit further study? Can knowledge gained from this project be applied to other
situations?
12. Acknowledgments
List the people who helped you with your project and how they helped. Use only their
professional titles, do not identify them by name.
13. Summary or Abstract
Write a paragraph that briefly restates your problem, procedure, and conclusion. Evidence
of summary information, reflections, or applications will strengthen your science project.
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Title

Name

SCIENCE PROJECT ORGANIZER
Question (What do I want to know?)

Hypothesis (What do I think I’ll find out and why?

Materials (What will I need?)

Procedure (How do I find out?)

Results (What happened?)

Conclusions (What did I learn?)
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HELPFUL HINTS FOR DISPLAYING YOUR SCIENCE PROJECT
FOR A SCIENCE FAIR COMPETITION
A. The Layout
Lay out all of your drawings, photographs, collections, charts and demonstrations according to the
main divisions. The project is to show title, problem, hypothesis, procedures, data/results and
conclusions. Arrange them in logical order reading from left to right. Use cutout letters or attractive
writing to supply all the information you need to give the reader a clear picture of your work.
Ask several people to evaluator our project. Make any changes that will help your evaluator to
understand your project more clearly. For example, your parents, art, math or English teachers could
be helpful resources. Check your spelling. Two types of common errors on projects are incorrect use
of affect and effect and overuse of apostrophes. Now choose and eye-catching title for your project.
Make sure that the title is appropriate.
B. Choosing a Display Background
Measure your layout space and choose a size that will not be too crowded or have space to spare.
Review the rules to make sure you do not exceed the maximum allowable size. Your display
background should be of a durable material and well-constructed so that it will stand alone on a table.
Do not use poster board. Alone. Hint: Unless you already own another kind of display board, the least
expensive and most convenient are cardboard or foam board. They come in a variety of colors and
sizes.
C. Choosing Colors for you Project Display
Choose an eye-catching color for you background, which will emphasize the objects or materials to be
displayed. Choose a pleasing contrast to your lettering. Sometimes the nature of the project suggests
colors such as green for plants or blue for sky.
D. Lettering
Ease of reading should be considered in choosing the types and size of the letters to be used. You
will probably want to make the titles larger than lettering for information. Be sure that all lettering is
large enough to be read easily from a distance of 1.5 meters from the project. Using large letters to fill
space is not impressive to the judges. Use the available space to provide relevant information about
your project. You may cut out your own letters, purchase ready-made ones, or use a computer to
make letters that are neat and easy to read. The judges are most interested in your scientific process
and your order of presentation.
E. Displaying Illustrations
Keep your illustrations interesting and relevant. Use only those necessary to show your work or to
support a point. Never use illustrations to substitute for lack of knowledge or to fill space.
Photographs taken at various stages of the project showing your setup, the experiment in progress,
and even you doing the work are often real assets to the project. This is especially important if you
worked with materials that are not suitable for actual display. If you include photographs of other
people, be sure that you have their written consent to display them. Minimize the use of photos of
people’s faces. Be sure to follow rules and regulations for displaying photos.
F. Plagiarism
For your own protection, indicate the source of any copied materials. Plagiarism is considered a
serious offense in academic circles. It is defined as “to take and use as one’s own the thoughts,
writing, or inventions of another, especially to take and use a passage, plot or the like from the work of
another writer.” (The World Book Dictionary, copyright 1979, Doubleday and Company, Inc.)
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Science Fair Judge’s Score Sheet
K-2 Division (Collections, Models, & Demonstrations Category)

Scientific Thought Process ………………………………………….....(25 points)
♦ Weigh probable amount of real study and effort that is represented in the exhibit.
♦ Guard against underrating for mechanical imperfection appropriate to grade level.
♦ Does the exhibit show evidence of connection to relevant real-world science issues?
♦ Is there a planned system of classification, if a collection?
♦ If a model, does it accurately reflect the scientific application that is represented?
♦ If a demonstration, does it accurately demonstrate scientific laws, facts, or theories?

Project Interview …………………………………………………………….(15 points) _____
♦ Has the student acquired new knowledge by doing this project?
♦ Did the student clearly communicate an understanding of their collection, model, or
demonstration appropriate to their grade level?

Creativity …………………………………………………………………….…..(15 points)
♦ Does the exhibit show originality in plan and execution?
♦ Demonstrate new or improved ways of expressing or communicating ideas?
♦ Demonstrate the ingenious use of materials?

Thoroughness …………………………………………………………….…..(15 points)
♦ Does the exhibit tell a complete and concise story about the project with proper
emphasis given to important items?
♦ Has the project gone beyond basic requirements in a relevant manner?
♦ Was adequate research completed for this type of project appropriate to grade level?
♦ Is data represented by graphs or charts?

Technical Skill ………..………………………………………………………..(15 points)
♦ Is the exhibit sound, durably constructed, and show good craftsmanship?
♦ Will it stand the wear and tear of transportation and demonstrations?
♦ Do not be influenced by expensiveness of equipment.

Clarity ……………………………………………………………………………..(15 points)
♦ In your opinion, will the average person understand what is being displayed?
♦ Are guide marks, labels, and descriptions neatly, yet briefly presented?
♦ Is there a logical, sequential progression for the spectator across or through the exhibit?

Initials

Judge’s Comments

Total Score
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Science Fair Judge’s Score Sheet
K-6 Experiments and Investigations

Scientific Thought Process ……………………………………………(25 points) _____
♦ Does the display show evidence of organized procedure?
♦ Is there a planned system of classification, accurate observation, and controlled
experiment?
♦ Does the exhibit show a verification of scientific laws, or represent a better
understanding of scientific facts or theories?
♦ Are all measurements and calculations described in SI Units?
♦ Weigh probable amount of real study and effort that is represented in the exhibit.
♦ Guard against underrating for mechanical imperfection(s).

Project Interview ……………………………………………………………..(15 points)
♦ Has the student acquired new knowledge by doing this project?
♦ Did the student clearly communicate an understanding of their purpose,
procedures, and results?

Creativity …………………………………………………………………….…..(15 points)
♦ Does the exhibit show originality in plan and execution?
♦ Demonstrate new or improved ways of expressing or communicating ideas?
♦ Demonstrate the ingenious use of materials?

Thoroughness ……………………………………………………….…….…..(15 points)
♦ Does the exhibit tell a complete and concise story about the project with proper
emphasis given to important items?
♦ Has the project gone beyond basic requirements in a relevant manner?
♦ Was adequate research completed for this type of project appropriate to grade level?
♦ Is data represented by graphs or charts?

Technical Skill ………………………………………………………………...(15 points)
♦ Is the exhibit sound, durably constructed, and show good craftsmanship?
♦ Will it stand the wear and tear of transportation and demonstrations?
♦ Do not be influenced by expensiveness of equipment.

Clarity ……………………………………………………………………………..(15 points)
♦ In your opinion, will the average person understand what is being displayed?
♦ Are guide marks, labels, and descriptions neatly, yet briefly presented?
♦ Is there a logical, sequential progression for the spectator across or through the exhibit?
Initials

Judge’s Comments

Total Score
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Science Fair Judge’s Score Sheet
K- 6th Grade Engineering Projects

Research Problem ……………………………………………(20 points)
♦ Description of a practical need or problem to be solved
♦ Definition of criteria for proposed solution
♦ Explanation of constraints

Design and Methodology…………………………….……..(20 points)
♦ Exploration of alternatives to answer need or problem
♦ Identification of a solution
♦ Development of a prototype/model

Execution: Construction and Testing…………….…..(20 points)
♦ Prototype demonstrates intended design
♦ Prototype has been tested in multiple conditions/trials
♦ Prototype demonstrates engineering skill and completeness

Creativity ……………………….…………………….…….…..(20 points)
♦ Project demonstrates creativity in one or more of the above criteria

Presentation …………………………………………………...(20 points)
♦ Board (10 points)
o Logical organization of material, clarity of graphics & legends,
supporting documentation displayed.
 Interview (10 points)
o Clear, concise & thoughtful responses to questions, understanding
of basic science relevant to project, degree of independence in
conducting the project, recognition of potential impact in science,
society, and/or economics, quality of ideas for further research

Initials

Judge’s Comments

Total Score
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Science Fair Judge’s Score Sheet

th

Grade TEAM Projects Experiments and Investigations

Scientific Thought Process …….. …………………………………………(25 points)
♦ Does the display show evidence of organized procedure?
♦ Is there a planned system of classification, accurate observation, and controlled
experiment?
♦ Does the exhibit show a verification of scientific laws, or represent a better
understanding of scientific facts or theories?
♦ Are all measurements and calculations described in SI Units?
♦ Weigh probable amount of real study and effort that is represented in the exhibit.
♦ Guard against underrating for mechanical imperfection(s).
Project Interview………………………………………………………….. (15 points)
♦ Have the students acquired new knowledge by doing this project?
♦ Did both students clearly communicate an understanding of their research,
experimentation, and results?
Teamwork ……… …………………………………………………………(15 points)
♦Team member contributions and tasks clearly defined?
♦Both members fully involved with project and familiar with all aspects?
♦Final work reflects coordinated efforts of both team members?
Creativity …. …………………………………………………………………(15 points)
♦ Does the exhibit show originality in plan and execution?
♦ Demonstrate new or improved ways of expressing or communicating ideas?
♦ Demonstrate the ingenious use of materials?
Thoroughness……. …………………………………………………………(15 points)
♦ Does the exhibit tell a complete and concise story about the project with proper
emphasis given to important items?
♦ Has the project gone beyond basic requirements in a relevant manner?
♦ Was adequate research completed for this type of project appropriate to grade level?
♦ Is data represented by graphs or charts?
Technical Skill/Clarity … …………………………………………………(15 points)
♦ Is the exhibit sound, durably constructed, and show good craftsmanship?
♦ Do not be influenced by expensiveness of equipment.
♦ Are guide marks, labels, and descriptions neatly, yet briefly presented?
♦ Is there a logical, sequential progression for the spectator across or through the exhibit?

Initials

Judge’s Comments

Total Score
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GUIDELINES FOR COLLECTIONS
Choose any natural object for your collection, that is
possible
for YOU to gather or photograph, and that you have an interest in. Please do not
use a commercial collection that you have purchased, or use plastic toys. Once you
have collected several objects for your collection, use whatever sources you can to
find out information about your objects. Consult sources to find the scientific names
for your items, of your collection. You should also write down information that tells
about your objects.
Organize your collection according to the information you gathered. For example, in
reading about rocks, you found that there are three types; organize your rock
collection into those three types. Carefully and neatly label each item in your
collection with the following information: scientific name, date collected and
geographical location collected. Small cards work best for labels.
On your display, include information about the items in your collection; what they
are, and the reason you organized the collection as you did.
For objects that would be physically difficult to display (like snowflakes, tree bark, or
geologic land forms) clear photographs taken by the exhibitor can be substituted, as
long as they are properly labeled.
If your child is entering the O.U.R. K-6 DISTRICT Science Fair, NO ANIMAL OR VEGETABLE MATTER
OF ANY KIND CAN BE DISPLAYED. You must use photographs instead. Please review all rules for
displays. Only students in the K-2 Division can enter projects in the Collections and Models category.
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GUIDELINES FOR MODELS
Choose any scientific subject where a model and
demonstration would give you information on how
a natural object works. Please DO NOT choose a
commercial plastic model or replica that doesn't
have moving parts. Build YOUR OWN model out of
inexpensive and easily available objects. For
example, a working model of a human lung may be made from an empty soda
bottle and a balloon. Marbles and a ramp made of wood can show one of Newton's
laws of physics.
To begin, research your object and how it works using library resources. Decide how
you could show this using a model. Make a plan on paper of your model to get the
best working device you can.
In your display, describe how your model works and how the device you've built
resembles the actual natural object or event. Be prepared to demonstrate the
working model for the judge. A description of your library research, your materials
used and a copy of the plans you drew to construct your model should also be
included in your display. List any sources you found that helped you design your
model. If your model is an invention or a new measurement tool, please explain on
your display its function, why you invented this device, why it is necessary and what
problems it will solve.
REMEMBER, models that are artistic displays of natural objects, like
volcanoes and solar systems, and don't DO anything, are not acceptable
entries in this Science Fair. Likewise, purchased plastic models made from
kits are also not acceptable.

If your child is entering the O.U.R. K-6 DISTRICT Science Fair, NO ANIMAL OR VEGETABLE MATTER
OF ANY KIND CAN BE DISPLAYED. You must use photographs instead. Please review all rules for
displays. Only students in the K-2 Division can enter projects in the Collections and Models category.
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SOURCES OF DISPLAY BOARDS AND SUPPLIES

Educational Products Inc.
800-426-2737
http://www.educationalproducts.com/sciencehome.htm
E. R. Russ, Inc. – Project display boards
PO Box 445
Holly Springs, GA 30142
877-339-1975
http://erruss.com/
Superior Distributing – Project display boards
2501 Maple St.
Louisville, KY 40211
800-365-6661
http://www.superiordisplayboards.com/
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STUDENT REGISTRATION INFORMATION
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O.U.R. DISTRICT SCIENCE FAIR
STUDENT REGISTRATION WILL BE CONDUCTED ON-LINE THIS
YEAR
NO LATER THAN APRIL 10, 2020.
IN ADDITION TO THE ONLINE REGISTRATION, THE FOLLOWING
FORM MUST BE COMPLETED FOR EACH STUDENT AND MUST BE
SUBMITTED TO THE OUR CO-OP NO LATER THAN MAY 10, 2020.
(Science Fair Coordinators may simply bring it with them on May 11th or
12th if attending the work day)
IT MAY BE SUBMITTED BY FAX OR MAIL.
Fax #: 870 429 9099
Email: nwindel@oursc.k12.ar.us
Address:
OUR Educational Cooperative
Attn: Nathan Windel
P.O. Box 610
Valley Springs, AR 72682
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STUDENT REGISTRATION FORM:

Student Name: ________________________________________________________
Project Title: _____________________________________________Grade: _________
Parent’s Name

Phone #

_________

Signatures:
I have read, understand, and agree to abide by all Co-op Science Fair rules. I did all of the work on
this project except for advice and assistance appropriate for my age level.
Student signature

I certify that my child did the work on his/her project. I have read and agree to the Assumption of
Risk and Release, and to the Video/Photo Release.
Parent Signature
Teacher Coordinator Signature
Building Principal Signature

THIS FORM MUST BE RECEIVED AT THE CO-OP NO LATER THAN May 10, 2020.
Failure to return the completed form by registration deadline will result in disqualification.
Mail to Nathan Windel – O.U.R. Coop P.O. Box 610 Valley Springs, AR 72682 OR
Fax to 870-429-9099
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ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND RELEASE
In consideration for my child, being permitted to participate in the O.U.R. Educational
Cooperatives Elementary Science Fair (hereinafter referred to as “Science Fair”) being held on
the North Arkansas College campus in Harrison, my signature on the Science Fair Student
Registration Form represents my full recognition and appreciation of the dangers and hazards
inherent in the Science Fair and the use of North Arkansas College facilities, including but not
limited to the athletic facilities and planned activities occurring on any property owned by North
Arkansas College, my minor child’s participation in the said activity, and I hereby agree to
assume all the risks and responsibilities surrounding my minor child’s participation in the Science
Fair or any independent activities undertaken as an adjunct thereto; and further, I for my minor
child, my heirs and personal representative(s) do forever discharge O.U.R. Educational
Cooperative and all its employees, North Arkansas College and all its officers, agents and
employees from and against any and all claims, demands and actions, or causes of action, on
account of damage to personal property, or personal injury, or death which may result from my
minor child’s participation, and which result from causes beyond the control of, and without the
fault or negligence of North Arkansas College, Harrison, Arkansas, its officers, agents or
employees, during the period of my participation as foresaid.

PHOTOGRAPH AND VIDEO RELEASE
All or portions of the O.U.R. Co-op Elementary Science Fair 2020 may be photographed or
videotaped for educational promotional purposes only, to include posting on the internet and
broadcast over cable television. Any such dissemination will be intended to promote the Science
Fair activities for the public relations and educational benefit of participating students, teachers,
school districts, and the O.U.R. Educational Cooperative. The Science Fair is a not-for-profit
program sponsored by the O.U.R. Cooperative and participating school districts.
I hereby give my permission, as represented by my signature on the Science Fair Student
Registration Form, for both my and my child’s image and voice to be recorded and disseminated
as described above.
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THE FOLLOWING TABLE IS MEANT ONLY TO HELP THE SCIENCE FAIR
COORDINATORS DETERMINE HOW MANY AND WHICH STUDENTS NEED TO BE
REGISTERED TO ATTEND THE OUR SCIENCE FAIR.
IT DOES NOT HAVE TO BE SUBMITTED.
O.U.R. CO-OP DISTRICT ELEMENTARY SCIENCE FAIR 2020
FINAL SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM (K-2 Individual)
School:

Sci Fair Coordinator:

Student Name

Student Name

Category

Grade

(Inv/Exp)

K

(Inv/Exp)

K

(Inv/Exp)

K

(Inv/Exp)

1st Grade

(Inv/Exp)

1st Grade

(Inv/Exp)

1st Grade

(Inv/Exp)

2nd Grade

(Inv/Exp)

2nd Grade

(Inv/Exp)

2nd Grade

Category

Grade

(C/M/D)

K

(C/M/D)

K

(C/M/D)

K

(C/M/D)

1st Grade

(C/M/D)

1st Grade

(C/M/D)

1st Grade

(C/M/D)

2nd Grade

(C/M/D)

2nd Grade

(C/M/D)

2nd Grade
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Student Name

Category

Grade

Engineering

K

Engineering

K

Engineering

K

Engineering

1st Grade

Engineering

1st Grade

Engineering

1st Grade

Engineering

2nd Grade

Engineering

2nd Grade

Engineering

2nd Grade
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O.U.R. CO-OP DISTRICT ELEMENTARY SCIENCE FAIR 2020
FINAL SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM (K-2 Team and Class Projects)
School:

Sci Fair Coordinator:

Student Name

Title of Class Project

Category

Grade Level

TEAM

K-2

TEAM

K-2

TEAM

K-2

Category

Grade
Level

CLASS

K-2

Teacher

Teacher
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O.U.R. CO-OP ELEMENTARY DISTRICT SCIENCE FAIR 2020
FINAL SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM (Grades 3-6 Individual)
School:

Sci Fair Coordinator:

Student Name

Category
Earth Science

Grade
3rd Grade

Earth Science

3rd Grade

Earth Science

3rd Grade

Engineering

3rd Grade

Engineering

3rd Grade

Engineering

3rd Grade

Chemistry

3rd Grade

Chemistry

3rd Grade

Chemistry

3rd Grade

Physics/Astronomy

3rd Grade

Physics/Astronomy

3rd Grade

Physics/Astronomy

3rd Grade

Life

Earth Science

3rd
Plant or
Grade Animal
3rd
Plant or
Grade Animal
3rd
Plant or
Grade Animal
4th Grade

Earth Science

4th Grade

Earth Science

4th Grade

Engineering

4th Grade

Engineering

4th Grade

Engineering

4th Grade

Chemistry

4th Grade

Chemistry

4th Grade

Chemistry

4th Grade

Life
Life
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Physics/Astronomy

4th Grade

Physics/Astronomy

4th Grade

Physics/Astronomy

4th Grade

Life
Life
Life
Earth Science

4th
Grade
4th
Grade
4th
Grade

Plant or
Animal
Plant or
Animal
Plant or
Animal

5th Grade
Earth Science
5th Grade
Earth Science
5th Grade
Engineering

5th Grade

Engineering

5th Grade

Engineering

5th Grade

Chemistry

5th Grade

Chemistry

5th Grade

Chemistry

5th Grade

Physics/Astronomy

5th Grade

Physics/Astronomy

5th Grade

Physics/Astronomy

5th Grade

Life
Life
Life
Earth Science
Earth Science

5th
Grade
5th
Grade
5th
Grade

Plant or
Animal
Plant or
Animal
Plant or
Animal

6th Grade
6th Grade

Earth Science
6th Grade
Engineering

6th Grade

Engineering

6th Grade

Engineering

6th Grade
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Chemistry

6th Grade

Chemistry

6th Grade

Chemistry

6th Grade

Physics/Astronomy

6th Grade

Physics/Astronomy

6th Grade

Physics/Astronomy

6th Grade

Life
Life
Life

6th
Grade
6th
Grade
6th
Grade

Plant or
Animal
Plant or
Animal
Plant or
Animal
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O.U.R. CO-OP DISTRICT ELEMENTARY SCIENCE FAIR 2020
FINAL SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM (3-6 Team and Class Projects)
School:

Sci Fair Coordinator:

Student Name

Category

Grade Level

TEAM

3rd

TEAM

3rd

TEAM

3rd

TEAM

4th

TEAM

4th

TEAM

4th

TEAM

5th

TEAM

5th

TEAM

5th

TEAM

6th

Teacher
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Title of Class Project

Title of Class Project

TEAM

6th

TEAM

6th

Category

Grade
Level

CLASS

3-4

Category

Grade
Level

CLASS

5-6

Teacher

Teacher
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