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Digital
Citizenship
Students taking control of
their electronic footprint!
As illustrated by the true story to the right, it is no
secret that students begin at a very young age to
leave an electronic footprint in the world –
footprints that never go away and footprints that
can create a myriad of complications in their
adult lives. As educators many of us strive to
warn students of the dangers and pitfalls of digital
footprints that we can barely fathom ourselves.
Essentially, everything the student communicates,
creates, posts, and every website he or she visits is
recorded in such a way that anyone who knows
how to access information can search and collect it.
Companies have moved from simple background
checks to building character profiles of potential
employees as part of the hiring process. Let’s take
a proactive twist on this. Instead of simply warning
our students about what not to do, let’s teach them
to build digital footprint portfolios that will aide
them rather than hinder them in their future
endeavors.

From the Desk of Keri Thoele,
GISD Asst. Superintendent

A True Story

A young lady graduated from Baylor University with
good grades and a very marketable degree but found
herself unable to get hired in spite of numerous
interviews and job opportunities.
Finally, she
questioned a potential employer who was open with
her about why she wasn’t a good candidate. A social
media search conducted by the firm revealed less than
desirable traits. In her recent past, the young lady
had used a popular social media site to slander others
and engaged in public arguments. She had used
vulgar language and made crude remarks. In spite of
her grades and degree, this information about her
prevented her from getting hired.

Strategy
of the Week:

GOOD: TEACH STUDENTS NOT TO BREAK THE LAW OR HARM ANOTHER WHILE USING SOCIAL MEDIA.

BETTER: TEACH STUDENTS NOT TO EMBARRASS OR HINDER THEMSELVES THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA.

BEST: TEACH STUDENTS TO BUILD AN INTENTIONAL, POSITIVE DIGITAL FOOTPRINT!
A high school student wanted to make the world a better place, so he decided
that he would use a popular social media site to pay someone a compliment or to say something uplifting each
and every day. And he did. And others recognized his efforts and joined him. The culture spread through his
school and affected the community in which he lived.
In spite of being an average student, this young man
was awarded several scholarships and was courted by
a major university, in large part, due to his digital
footprint and the picture it painted of him. As
proactive educators, we can teach our students to be
stellar digital citizens, be their own filters, and build
positive online portfolios one footprint at a time.

Creating a Positive Digital Footprint
To the Student: Understand that everything you do on a computer that is transmitted to a server is
NEVER going away. Anything you post, like, or comment on (Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, etc.);
any picture, text, or email you send; any website you visit is recorded…forever. Understand that
deleting a post, picture, email, etc. does NOT make it go away. It can still be found and retrieved by
others. Everything you do online is permanently part of your digital footprint!

Don’t

Do

1. Engage in any illegal activity or
promote illegal activities.
2. Take or post any negative,
questionable, or pornographic images
of yourself or anyone else.
3. Visit pornographic websites or any
websites that promote illegal or
immoral activity.
4. Bully, slander or make derogatory
remarks towards anyone.
5. Use profanity.
6. Reveal information that is too
personal or inappropriate for the
whole world to know.
7. Make false statements.
8. Make your online presence all about
you, such as what you eat every
meal.

1. Catalogue your positive history.
2. Join online communities that support
your values and enhance your skills or
learning.
3. Train your mind to be your filter.
4. Use punctuation & good grammar.
5. Spell things correctly.
6. Avoid slang, jargon, and sarcasm.
7. Use the Internet to promote positive
activities you’re involved in, such as
tweeting about community service
projects.
8. Be creative.
9. Support and uplift others.
10.Make worthwhile status posts and
share relevant information.
11.Choose an appropriate email address or
login name.
12.Google yourself and see what pops up.
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