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PROTECTING OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITIES Last Update 08/09/2021
The following guidelines are shared with our school communities, including students, families, and staff,
in an effort to mitigate the risk of transmission of COVID-19. Over the past several weeks,
representatives from all of the district's stakeholder groups, as well as leaders in specialized areas of the
State, have been researching the constantly evolving literature from the education, medical, and public
health sectors. The goal has been to create carefully layered, flexible, and developmentally appropriate
practices that will ensure the strongest advice given by the American Academy of Pediatricians: All
policy considerations for the coming school year should start with a goal of having students physically
present in school. (https://tinyurl.com/yc4stuh8) A host of reasons support this AAP recommendation,
from the importance of in-person learning to the damage of social isolation; and Tishomingo Schools is
in complete agreement. The truth remains, however, that ensuring this goal will require all of us to work
together. The information presented in this document is shared so that all of our community can begin
school with a shared understanding of our responsibility in keeping our students and staff safe from
COVID-19. We know we cannot eliminate the virus; but with wise choices, we can mitigate it.
The Tishomingo School District will enlist the following seven key strategies in combating COVID-19 and
serving students








Correct use of masks if the governor declares a state of emergency or if recommended by the
Johnston County Health Department
Physical distancing as much as possible – grouping/cohorting
Hand washing and respiratory etiquette
Cleaning and maintaining facilities
Contact tracing in combination with cooperation with JCHD on isolations and quarantines
Social/Emotional Support
Continuity of Educational Services to all students

LAYERED MITIGATION PRACTICES DAILY TEMPERATURE CHECKS
DAILY TEMPERATURE CHECKS - Each morning, families are asked to take their children's temperatures.
A fever of 100 or greater may be an indication of an active case of COVID-19. If your child does have a
fever of 100 degrees or greater, please keep your child home to monitor for additional symptoms.
RESPONSE TO ADDITIONAL SYMPTOMS - While many children will present with fever initially, many
will not. Other symptoms that may develop initially include the following: chills, cough, headache, loss of
taste or smell, sore throat, congestion, runny nose, nausea, vomiting and diarrhea. Any of these are
cause for keeping a child home from school.
HYGIENE – Hand washing is one of the best means of protection against infection. Students will be
reminded to wash their hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after
blowing their noses, coughing, or sneezing; going to the bathroom; and before eating. They will also
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have access to an alcohol-based hand sanitizer throughout the school building when hand washing
opportunities are not readily available.
SOCIAL DISTANCING - While it will be difficult to maintain distance between the students at school,
each site will be devising plans to provide for this precaution in the common areas of hallways,
classrooms, cafeterias, gyms and buses.

SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL SUPPORT
Students cannot learn if they do not feel safe. The social and emotional wellbeing of children is
important and makes a difference in students’ ability to learn and grow. Our traumainformed teachers
and administrators are well-versed in what it takes to help students achieve their full potential and
understand all students have now been through a certain amount of trauma during the coronavirus
pandemic. Our school counseling and trauma teams are prepared to support students and are also
poised to provide resources and referrals to families in need.

ACADEMICS AND GROWTH
Achieving our core mission to educate children is a tremendous challenge during the
COVID-19 public health crisis. Tishomingo Schools is committed to keep learning constant
throughout the school year although we know we are likely to experience disruption due to the
ongoing health crisis.
Our goal is to provide flexible learning pathways for families who may be impacted by health
concerns either due to an immunocompromised system or due to a short period where family
members are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms.
LEARNING PATHWAYS – Tishomingo Schools will offer three options to accommodate student learning
for the 2021-2022 school year.
Option 1 – Traditional Pathway: Students will receive in-person instruction in the classroom with a
teacher. Students will be provided with a device/chrome book for added technological opportunities.
Students will also have access to web-based instructional programs in the classroom to enhance
learning.
Option 2 – Virtual Pathway: Students will receive instruction off-site via Edgenuity. The District will work
to provide tutoring when possible. The District will provide a device/chrome book. We are currently
making efforts to continue the provision of internet access to the home for students that choose the
virtual pathway.
Option 3 – Blended Pathway: Students will receive instruction both in-person and off-site. Students will
be enrolled in course work onsite in the traditional classroom setting for part of the school day while
also being enrolled in coursework that is web based in the virtual setting via use of a chrome book
through the edgenuity online program.
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* Remote learning days may also be used in the event of cancellations including, but not limited
to, inclement weather or other unforeseen factors.
Student with Special Needs
Individualized Education Plans (IEP), 504s, English Language Academic Plans will be followed
with the assistance of site principals. District related services providers such as speech and OT/PT will be
in contact with students and parents to arrange for continued services within the constraints of this
public health crisis. IEP and 504 meetings will be held in person unless a request is made for a phone or
video conference. All IEP/504 team members are required to participate. For more information about
Special Services, you may contact Kim Morse at kmorse@tishomingo.k12.ok.us
Access to Technology
Devices ( chromebooks, hotspots, etc.) will be provided for students who need them. Teachers
and principals will help identify students who need technology assistance and a checkout system will be
utilized.
Grading and Attendance
Grades and attendance will be taken all year. The district policy for attendance may be found on our
district website.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION - Details on the above practices and expectations for their implementation
in Tishomingo secondary schools follow herein.

EXPOSURES, DIAGNOSES, & RETURN TO SCHOOL AFTER COVID-19
Because of the uncertain nature of COVID-19 and its variants, these guidelines may change
due to the number of exposures in our school or community. Mandating masking is no longer
allowed on our school campuses. However, we strongly encourage students and staff to wear a
mask if they are unvaccinated, have been exposed to the virus and are experiencing symptoms.
The district will continue to contact trace to determine individuals who have been exposed to the
virus when a positive case is reported.
Protocol for Isolation and Quarantine is as follows
Individual who tests positive for COVID
 Will isolate for 10 days
Exposed individual who has been fully vaccinated (14 or more days after COVID-19 vaccine
completion)
 Does not need to quarantine
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The District will conduct Contact Tracing
 A student or staff member identified as a close contact will be asked to quarantine


A student or staff member who has been identified as a close contact and placed in quarantine
may return to school on day 7 if the student/staff member has received a negative COVID-19
test result between days 5 and 7 of the quarantine.

Exposed unvaccinated individual without symptoms present
 Does not need to quarantine
 Highly recommended to wear a mask for 5 to 7 days after exposure and/or until a
negative test result within the 5 to 7 day window
Exposed unvaccinated individuals who are experiencing symptoms
 Will be asked to quarantine according to Oklahoma State Department of Health
guidelines
 May return to school after a negative test result between 5 to 7 days after symptoms
began
Exposed individuals may choose to quarantine according to updated Oklahoma State
Department of Health guidelines.
Other recommendations from the Oklahoma State Department of Health include
 Keeping children and staff home who are having symptoms
 Testing when symptomatic
 Masking, especially when social distancing is difficult
Vaccines are available for anyone age 12 and older. For more information about vaccinations in
Oklahoma go to https://vaccinate.oklahoma.gov/en-US/.
Please do your part. Prevention strategies like masking, social distancing, and hand washing
work. Avoiding the spread of the virus is critical to a successful school year.
 If the attendance of campus learners at the site where the positive case occurs reaches 35%
absenteeism rate, the site will transition immediately to distance learning for 10 days. The count
starts on the first day of distance learning.
 As always, be sure to call the school to report your child's absence.
For more information, visit the following website: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus

COVID-19 SYMPTOMS AT SCHOOL
If a teacher suspects that a student may have COVID-19 symptoms, he/she will contact the office to
arrange for an adult to come to the classroom and escort the student to an isolation room. Parents will
be contacted immediately to pick up their child and seek a medical opinion.
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WATER FOUNTAINS AND RESTROOMS
As school opens, all traditional “bubble up” water fountains will be disconnected. The District is
working to provide water bottle filling stations; these will remain connected and available to students
and faculty. Students and staff are encouraged to bring filled water bottles or other non-breakable
water containers to school with them. Student restrooms will be cleaned multiple times throughout the
day by the site custodial staff, who will use portable disinfectant foggers to sanitize the areas. Staff
restrooms will also be disinfected periodically throughout the school day.

FACE COVERINGS FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
Tishomingo Public Schools is operating according to recommendations provided by the CDC. Face
coverings are optional. It is the recommendation of the district that stakeholders receive a COVID-19
vaccination to ensure individual protection.

BREAKFAST, LUNCH, & THIRD MEAL MIDDLE SCHOOL/BREAKFAST & LUNCH HIGH
SCHOOL
Students will be reminded to access lavatories for hand washing prior to meal service. Accessible hand
sanitizer dispensers will be available too. Because mealtime, by its very nature, presents many
opportunities for the spread of germs, schools will be offering students a variety of seating options to
provide safer situations than the typical cafeteria setting would allow. Students will be reminded that
sharing food is not a safe practice. Our goal is for students to continue to eat meals in cafeterias, as we
know this is important to many families. However, to decrease the number of individuals in the cafeteria
at any given time, mealtimes may be staggered or students may follow a rotating schedule that allows
them to eat in the cafeteria, a classroom or outdoors when weather permits. Hand hygiene practices will
be in place before and after mealtimes and common surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected between
student groups. Additionally, steps are being taken to minimize lines and wait times when students
receive school meals. High school students in grades 9- 12 will continue to have open-campus lunch.

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
Extra and co-curricular activities such as marching band, vocal music, STUCO, drama and athletics of all
descriptions are vital elements of a secondary student's experience. Responses to COVID-19 in these
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environments will vary, always with a keen eye to proven practices in prevention and protection.
Research is presently under way by the National Federation of State High School Associations to help us
know and apply the best precautions to take in order to protect our students involved in extra-curricular
activities.

BUS RIDERS
Although bus transportation will be provided, parents are strongly encouraged to transport their
children to and from school for the 2020-2021 school year. Transportation vehicles will be frequently
cleaned and disinfected. Capacity has been systematically reviewed and evaluated with the goal of
creating as much space between riders as possible, recognizing that it is not always feasible to have
three feet of physical distancing. Considering the size of our current fleet, we have reduced capacity to
allow for more physical space between riders. If previous ridership is maintained, current plans limit no
more than two students per seat on the bus.
To protect drivers and students while riding the bus we will:
 Increase ventilation on buses by lowering windows when possible
 Encourage students to wear masks
o Clean and disinfect buses after each route

ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL
Students will not be allowed in the building until the doors are unlocked at 7:30 a.m. unless otherwise
directed in cases where students are involved in an extra-curricular program such as athletics or band.
Arrival routines will look different this year in an effort to allow students to maintain a safe physical
distance from one another as they wait for the first hour bell to begin class. Each site will work with the
layout and options in their specific building to maximize opportunities for distancing in the minutes
before school begins

ALL-SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES
All-school assemblies will be limited, but not eliminated, at the beginning of the school year to avoid the
likely possibility of exposure that would occur when hundreds of students gather to chant and cheer
their teams to victory. As the year wears on, such events may be reinstated if the virus takes a turn
toward diminishing infections.

LOCKER USE
For those students who choose to use their school lockers, daily visits to store and retrieve materials will
be limited in a manner that reduces the number of students in a hallway area at any one time. For
instance, students with locker numbers ending in an even digit may be asked to visit lockers after evennumbered class periods; similarly, odd-numbered lockers can be visited after odd-numbered class
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periods. Students will be asked to refrain from decorating the inside of their lockers. At every
opportunity, we will be seeking ways to minimize unnecessary material and items being brought into the
school.

LIBRARIES
Honoring the importance of reading for both, pleasure and research, the school media centers will
remain open for student use. While there may be some changes in routines and scheduling, it is our
intent to keep our media centers open and available to our students and staff. Books will be sanitized
before being shelved.

FALL SPORTS AND BEYOND
It is difficult to predict what our fall and winter inter-scholastic sports seasons will look like. We will seek
assistance from the Oklahoma Secondary School's Activity Association, abiding by their guidance for safe
play. It is equally uncertain what the high school and middle school fan experience will include. Our
hope - especially for outdoor sports - is that fans will be able to enjoy a comparatively healthy setting by
distancing and wearing a mask. As we move into winter sports and beyond, the virus will dictate the
degree of opportunity for all of our athletes and fans.
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