Dear Parents,
On behalf of Arkansas River Education Service Cooperative K-6 Virtual Academy and your local
school district, I would like to welcome you and your child to the Virtual Academy for the
2021-2022 school year. We are committed to the success of all students and are looking
forward to working with you to provide your child with excellence in education. I want to remind
you of the importance you play as a vital role in your child's education.
What is a learning coach? A learning coach is a set of words used to describe a parent or
guardian that is schooling a student from home with the role of keeping them on task,
supporting them, monitoring their progress, and connecting to teachers. The role of the Learning
Coach in virtual learning includes:
● Prepare a learning space in the home for students.
● Create a schedule and set boundaries
● Promote the health and wellness of students while working from home
● Keep children safe while online.
● Help students access the coursework and check in on their progress each day.
● Reach out to teachers and school for assistance
● Help students become self-motivated and self-directed
● Lead independent hands-on activities
Instructional Content:
We will be utilizing a Learning Management System platform for students to log in daily for their
asynchronous instruction. Students will complete work independently with their Learning
Coach during the day. Students will be required to Zoom for synchronous sessions daily for
literacy. Students will also meet with teachers for small groups and one-to-one interventions in
math and literacy.
Additional math instruction will be provided in individual or small groups throughout the year
based on your child's pacing in the content. Workbooks will be provided for grades K-5 in one or
more content areas. The 6th-grade students will participate only in the digital format. Enrichment
classes will be conducted synchronously or asynchronously each week depending on the (GT)
specific assignments K-2nd grade. Third - sixth-grade students who have been placed in the GT
program will Zoom in with their local district GT. Music/arts will be provided by a certified
teacher weekly synchronously or asynchronously, depending on the lesson.

Daily/Weekly Requirement:
Students grades K-2 will be required to meet daily for literacy Zoom sessions with their teacher.
Students grades 3-6 will be required to meet three times weekly for their scheduled literacy
Zoom sessions for synchronous learning. K-6 students will also have small groups and
one-to-one interventions weekly. These sessions are not an option; they are a requirement.
Asynchronous learning for grades K-6 will be done daily through their online platform. Students
must complete daily pacing guides.
Attendance:
For students to be counted present for the day, they must log in and complete the daily lessons
in their online platform and are required to attend Zoom synchronous sessions. Failure to do so
will result in an absence for the day. Students will follow their school district's absence policy as
written in the school's handbook. The home district of each student will be notified daily
regarding attendance. There is a maximum of 4 excused absences per semester. At two
unexcused absences, the District will be notified, and the District will follow the school's
handbook procedures. If your student is absent, excused, or unexcused, you must notify the
teacher by sending them a message through the online platform or another method provided by
teachers. Teachers will check daily for completed assignments and will have accurate logs of
Zoom attendance. Weekly pacing guides will be checked. If a student's weekly pacing is behind
schedule, a meeting will be held with parents/guardians via Zoom or a phone call. Working daily
on the online platform and attending Zoom synchronous sessions is vital for the success of your
child's education.
Dress Code and Conduct:
It is required for students to dress appropriately for the Zoom sessions. Eating is not allowed
during Zoom lessons. Students need to be in a quiet environment with limited distractions and
have their microphone on mute unless instructed by the teacher. Toys, pets, etc., are
discouraged as they can distract your student and others.
Communication:
We will be using the Remind App and Learning Management System platform for
communication. Make sure you check your Remind notifications regularly to ensure you are
aware of any announcements. Progress reports will be sent periodically to keep you informed
on your child's progress. The online platform has a messages tab. Please check the message
tab often. A red circle should appear when a new message has arrived; however, it is always
good to check it periodically to make sure nothing has been missed. You can send a message
at any time to your teacher's Remind account. Teachers will get back to you within a 24-hour
time frame, excluding weekends, holidays, and breaks. All teachers will utilize the Remind app
and the Learning Management System Platform to notify parents of the school and/or class
activities/events. Remind will also be utilized for the K-6 Virtual attendance process. Parents will
be required to sign up for Remind so they can receive these notifications.

Log Ins:
Keeping up with your child's login information is very important. Each child will be provided with
a login for the online platform. If you lose this information, notify your teacher through Remind
as soon as possible. Failure to know your login is not a reason for an excused absence. All work
must be completed daily.
School Calendar:
August 16
September 6
October
October 13
Nov. 22-26
December 17
December 20 -January 3
January 17
February
February 21
March 11
March 21 - 25
April 15
May 25
May 27

First Day of School
Labor Day Holiday (No School)
(date will vary) Parent/Teacher Conferences
End of First Quarter
Thanksgiving Break (No School)
End of Second Quarter
Christmas Break (No School)
MLK Day Holiday (No School)
(date will vary) Parent/Teacher Conferences
President's Day Holiday (No School)
End of Third Quarter
Spring Break (No School)
Good Friday Holiday (No School)
Last Day of School
Teacher’s Last Day

Daily Schedule:
School starts daily at 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Your child needs to be up, dressed, ready to
learn, and logged into the online platform to begin their instruction. You are not limited to these
times to work through the content. You may work in the evenings or during the day, but it must
be completed daily. The synchronous Zoom lessons are required and you should check your
Learning Management System (LMS) platform for the Zoom link to join class. To stay current on
pacing, your child must log in and work daily. Each subject area will require a set amount of time
and completed work. It will take a while for your child to complete these assignments. Grades
K-2 will have daily synchronous lessons. There will also be small group and one-to-one
interventions daily for literacy and/or math as needed. Grades 3-6 will have synchronous
lessons 3 to 4 times per week for literacy and small group lessons for literacy and/or math as
needed. These are mandatory Zoom sessions. Your child's teacher will notify you of their Zoom
synchronous sessions schedule using the LMS platform.
Setting and following a schedule is essential because it keeps the student in a routine. Keeping
students in a routine helps them stay focused on different tasks and provides them with an
important life skill.
An elementary student usually does more than just academic subjects. They spend time talking
and communicating about things that they are learning. They take breaks in the form of recess
and lunch, talk to their teachers about the goals they have, and set goals. Activities such as
these are vital because it helps students process what they are learning and not get
overwhelmed. Providing time in the day to talk about what a student is learning will help them

remember concepts being learned and provide them with a better chance of success towards
mastery. These things are done to provide students breaks to not get overwhelmed. It is vital to
incorporate these types of activities into the day for your student as well. Please note, the
schedules listed are suggested to help guide you. It is important to set up a plan that works best
for your child that is easy to follow to help maintain a routine. For example, Math can be done
before Language Arts, or maybe your child does not need as many breaks during the day.
Create a schedule that suits your child’s needs.
Below is a suggested schedule; however, you must add in the specific Zoom synchronous
session scheduled by your teacher.
Grades K-3

Grades 4-6:

Below are bulleted lists of expectations for students and parents.
Student Expectations for Virtual Learning
●

Create a space and dedicated time for learning

●

Seek help when needed (teachers,principals, counselors)

●

Sign into the virtual classrooms daily- keep connected

●

Be respectful

●

Complete and submit assignments

●

Communicate with your teacher

●

Listen and actively participate with lesson

●

Demonstrate online learning manners

●

Reach out to your teachers if you are overwhelmed

●

Use equipment as outlined in the Acceptable Use Policy of your student handbook.

●

Wear appropriate clothing while on Zoom video with teacher and students
acceptable for school

●

Be patient with yourselves and your teachers

●

No cursing, vulgar language, or inappropriate gestures

●

Posting negative comments or bullying others while on Zoom

●

Minimize background noises

Parent/Guardian Expectations for Virtual Learning
●

Required Synchronous (Face-to-Face) sessions daily.

●

Required to sign into the online platform daily-this will be required for attendance.

●

Attendance will be kept daily and reported.

●

An area free of distractions and background noise.

●

Appropriate clothing worn during Zoom sessions.

●

No profanity while in a synchronous session.

●

No bullying will be tolerated.

●

You or your child needs help reach out to your virtual teacher, virtual principal and
or counselor.

●

Take care of the school issued equipment. (Use equipment as outlined in the
Acceptable Use Policy of your parent handbook.)

●

All discipline and attendance will follow your school district's policies as outlined in
your parent handbook.

Additional Assistance:
If you need additional assistance, have questions, or concerns, please contact Tammy Manning,
the K-6 Virtual Principal at (870) 730-2929 or manningt@aresc.k12.ar.us.
We are excited to begin the 2021-2022 school year!

Arkansas River Education Service Cooperative
K-6 Virtual Academy
Signature:
PARENT/GUARDIAN AND STUDENT MUST SIGN AND RETURN
_________________________________________________________________________
Student Name (PRINT) Grade
_________________________________________________________________________
Parent Name (PRINT) Date

PERMISSION TO DISPLAY PHOTO OF STUDENT - I permit the school district to publish
photographs and identification of the above-named student on the District, school, and teacher
websites and social media pages. Identification of students on web pages may include the
student's first name and last initial. PERMISSION TO DISPLAY PHOTO OF STUDENT WORK I
permit the school district to publish photographs of the above-named student's work and
identification of the above-named student on the District, school, and teacher's websites and
social media pages. Identification of a student's work on web pages may include the student's
first name and last initial. PERMISSION TO PUBLISH DIRECTORY INFO I permit the release of
directory information (Name, Grade, etc.) to all public sources such as yearbooks, newspapers,
or honor roll lists.
Please circle: YES or NO for the display of Student Photos.
Please circle: YES or NO for the display of Student Work.
Please circle: YES or NO for the publication of Directory Info.
PARENT/GUARDIAN/STUDENT:
Parent: I, the parent or guardian of the above-said student, hereby agree to abide by the
guidelines outlined in virtual handbook additions.
________________________________ Parent/Guardian Signature

_________________________________ Student Signature
_________grade

Date: ____________

