NSLP/NSBP Free and Reduced Meal Application FAQ’s
1.

Q: Do I need to submit a new application each school year?
A: YES. For children who qualified for the program the previous year, a 30-day grace period is allowed when school starts (this
allows sufficient time to submit a new application).

2.

Q: Is the entire school free for the first month?
A: NO

3.

Q: Do Foster children automatically qualify for free meals?
A: YES- if the school is aware that they are foster children.

4.

Q: What is the NSLP/NSBP definition of Foster?
A: Any child whose care and placement is the responsibility of the TX Department of Family Protective Services (DFPS), or COURT
ordered placement.

5.

Q: Do Pre K students automatically qualify for free meals?
A: NO. For SY 2020-21 Pre-K students will receive eligibility based on income.

6.

Q: I have a child in the school that qualifies for the free/reduced meal program. This child has a sibling beginning Kindergarten.
Does the Kindergarten student automatically qualify for the same eligibility status?
A: YES. The 30-day grace period will also apply to the new students of a family that ended the previous year with free/reduced
meal benefits (a new application must still be received with the 30-day grace period for the benefits to continue). PLEASE notify
Wanda Armstrong, Director, of family’s New ENROLLEE as soon as possible.

7.

Q: If I have multiple children in the district, do I have to complete an application for each child?
A: NO. Each family only needs to complete one meal application per household.

8.

Q: My household was denied benefits for the free/reduced meal program. If my job situation or income changes, may I
reapply?
A: YES. If at any time during the school year the parent/child income information changes, you are encouraged to submit a new
application.

9.

Q: What are the benefits of completing a free/reduced meal application?
A: The District receives much of its other State/Federal funding based on the # of Free/Reduced students.
Approval for these benefits it kept confidential.
This program provides healthy meals at an affordable free or reduced price for growing families. If you qualify for free/reduced
meals, your child/children may qualify for other programs such as eyeglass/dental programs, higher education testing waivers and
dual credit classes for high school students. Please take a moment to complete and return the application ASAP!

10. Q: Are there special lunch lines for free/reduced students?
A: NO. All students are served from the same line at the same time and are in NO WAY identifiable as free/reduced.
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its
Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating
based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity
conducted or funded by USDA. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information
(e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for
benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at:
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

