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The Christmas City
of the High Plains

by: Jaryn Windholz

The Christmas tree lighting started in 1950
after Jake Heckman and Art Keraus built the
tree in the basement of what is now called the
Western Kansas Saloon and Grill. This year we
celebrated its 71st Annual Christmas Tree
Lighting.
The streets were filled with people and the
weather was absolutely perfect. The tree is
placed in the middle of downtown WaKeeney.
Every year the tree stays up until New Years.
The TCHS Band played some really nice
Christmas songs. They played Jingle Bells,
Carol of the Bells, and Jolly Old Saint
Nicholas.
Some interesting facts about the Christmas
tree lighting is that it uses over 6,800 colored
lights throughout the display. That’s a lot! It
also consists of 3 miles of electrical wiring, 1400
lbs. of fresh greenery and 1100 yards of fresh
garlands. Our Christmas tree is in the book,
"100 Things to Do in Kansas Before You
Die," it is number 40.

The Chirtmas Tree - Jaryn Windholz

TCHS Students
Talk About
Spreadng Happiness
with Gifts
by: Mia Coleman
Gifts are a key sentimental part of
the giving season. TCHS students
recognize the importance of the giving
season by presenting their opinions of
the importance of bestowing gifts.
Megan Hober, 12, answers the
question: Are DIY gifts more
memorable than store-bought gifts?
“Yes and no. Yes because it takes more
thought in planning what you are going
to make for your person. Also no
because a gift is a gift and it still takes
thought and money to buy a gift too.
Either way, you are thinking of another
person and how to make their holiday
memorable.”
Gifts are made memorable when
“...the gift is well thought out. If you
know the person and their wants and
needs, a gift that fits them can make the
gift memorable…” states Dante Del
Tessandro, 12.

The students were asked if they
would rather have DIY gifts or storebought gifts. Wyatt Littlechild, 11,
responded, “No, they are not as good
of quality.” On the contrary, Kendra
Ryan, 10, said, “Yes, it came from the
heart,” Regardless, DIY or storebought, a gift can make someone’s
holiday; it will make them happy.
It is important for students to
understand the value of the giving
season. This proves that another great
generation of gift-givers has been
created.
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MeetColethe
Senior
Feldt

For the past four years, Pat Haxton has
coached Cole in both football and weights.
“Cole is a great person and a great athlete.
Cole has a lot of positive qualities that help
him to be this person. He always seems
by: Annabelle Malsam
positive and always works hard. Maybe one of
Senior, Cole Feldt, has ambitious goals for his the best attributes he has though is that he is
future. “I plan on attending Fort Hays University so steady with his attitude and how he carries
and majoring in exercise science. Then I’m going himself. He is the same to his teammates and
to grad school at Wichita State for physical
classmates all the time, he is going to be
therapy.” Before he takes on college studies, Cole positive with them and encourage them to get
keeps himself busy by participating in basketball, better no matter what the situation is or who
football, track, serving as president of STUCO,
it is. That says a lot about who he truly is.”
and Vice President of his class. As well as being a
Good luck next year Cole, we look forward
member of KAY, FCA, FCCLA, T-Club, and
to seeing you finish out your high school
NHS. He comments that if he could have the
career!
band play any song at games, it would be ‘Seven
Nation Army’.
When asked what subject prepares you the
most for life after high school, Cole responded, “I
mean, I’m not a big fan of English, but you’ve
probably got to write and know how to write.”
Feldt’s favorite quote is the words of Tim Notke
that read, “Hard work beats talent when talent
doesn’t work hard.” This reflects in Cole’s success
both academically and in sports. He holds a 4.0
GPA, along with a varsity spot in basketball for 4
years, and 3 in football. However, Feldt has his
own advice for underclassmen. “Enjoy every
moment because it really does fly by, and
throughout high school treat everyone with
respect because you just don’t know what people
are going through.”
Cole Feldt, 12

Winter
Solstice

The Winter Solstice, the shortest day of
the year, will be Tuesday, December 21, in
the Northern Hemisphere at 9:58 am. The
Winter Solstice (also known as hiemal
solstice) happens when the Northern
Hemisphere comes to its max tilt away from
by: Karlie Long
the Sun. There are two times when the
Here at TCHS, winter solstice has some Earth is at a zero tilt. This means that we
different effects on us. It affects some in
are neither tilted towards or away from the
that they don't have a lot of time to do
Sun. The winter solstice only occurs in the
stuff outside since it gets darker sooner.
Northern Hemisphere. It’s said to be the
Others get tired sooner because it gets
death and rebirth of the Sun.
darker earlier. A lot of people say that they
During the Winter Solstice, people
just sleep a lot. The majority of people
around the world observe many different
prefer the sun to go down at a later time so traditions. In Scandinavia, the people
they can stay out longer and have light to
celebrate a day called Saint Lucia (also
do their outside activities.
known as Lucy's Day) on December 13. The
women wear white robes, red sashes, and
wreaths on candles on their heads to light
the way through the darkness of the winter
night. They do this to honor Saint Lucia.
Everyone gathers around a huge bonfire and
eat gíngersnaps and saffron flavored buns.
Something called glogg is also traditionally
Stock
served. Glogg is basically just mulled wine.

MeetCarson
theWalt
Senior
by: Annabelle Malsam

‘22 graduate, Carson Walt, is a very
involved student here at TCHS. Carson is
the Secretary in FCCLA, Secretary and
Treasurer in NHS, and a member of TClub, CYO, KAY, FCA, and golf. As for
next year, Carson states, “I plan to go to
Fort Hays State University for radiology,
and then get my bachelors degree in
radiology.” But of course, she doesn’t always
love schoolwork. Her favorite
procrastination hobby is, “Either reading
or… anything but doing my schoolwork.”
If you know Carson, you know that she
loves shoes. “My pink duck boots, those are
my favorite.” When she’s not buying shoes,
she’s probably reading or spending her time
at Dairy Queen. Walt has worked at Dairy
Queen all through high school, and enjoys
decorating the cakes.

Carson states that her most
embarrassing moment in high school was,
“Probably when I ran my car into a pole.
That was bad.” Her mishap with cars also
led to one confession about her high
school experience. “One time I doordinged someone, then just shut the door
and backed out.”
Carson is always ready for an
entertaining conversation in the hallway,
or prepared to help out a friend. Best of
wishes to you in college, Carson. You will
be missed!

Carson Walt, 12

Christmas Spirit Through
Christmas Traditions
by: Graeden Deines

This is the time of year to get into the
Christmas Spirit. Most people love it
when it is Christmas time. Megan Hober,
12, begins Christmas on Christmas Eve.
For her, the most enjoyable part about
Christmas is opening presents. When
asked where she goes for Christmas she
said, “I stay home”. Hober attends church
services on Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day. For Christmas she puts up lights and
a Christmas tree.
Tannor Foster, 9, is going to his aunt's
house in Missouri for Christmas. Foster
starts his Christmas tradition on December
22. He said his favorite parts about
Christmas are cookies, presents, and
playing the Xbox.” His most exciting
Christmas present was a dirt bike. The
decorations that he puts up on his tree are
an angel and lights.
Braydon Ward, 9, starts his Christmas
tradition 2 days before Christmas. Ward
said his most exciting part about Christmas
is, “Probably hanging out with family and
the food.” His favorite present was a
Weatherbee 12 gauge shotgun. Braydon
said the best game on Christmas is,

Mr. Saur's Seminar decotates door for
competition - Graeden Deines

“Probably the saran wrap game.” He
puts up lights, ornaments, and a star on
top of the tree.
Karlie Long , 9, starts her tradition at
the beginning of winter or close to
Christmas. She said her most cherished
part of Christmas is “the vibes.” Her most
treasured Christmas presents were cheese
or tickets to the zoo in Nebraska. Karlie
usually goes to Hays or Manhattan for
Christmas. Her favorite game on
Christmas is, What Do You Meme. She
attends Christmas services on the Sunday
before Christmas.
Christmas is the time where we celebrate
Jesus’s Birthday.

TCHS Dog
Treats
by: Maddy Moritz

Dante Del Tessandro, 12, takes a
break from baking to pose Maddy Moritz

Dog Treats freshly out of the
oven - Maddy Moritz

Here at TCHS there are a lot of amazing
fundraisers and projects. As of right now the
most popular one is the Dog Treat fundraiser,
run by Amelia Fabrizius, TCHS FACS
teacher. FACS is a family and consumer
science class. Ms. Fabrizius loves to do a lot of
hands-on activities such as the dog treat
fundraiser. “My Career and Life Planning
Class is doing this fundraiser as a class project.
They are going to fund a store front sign for
P&G downtown and fund a welding project
for students to make dog park obstacles and
equipment for our new community dog
park!”
Ms. Fabrizius says “The dog treats are all 1
flavor, but 4 different sizes! They are
pumpkin peanut butter.” Ms. Fabrizius has
been an amazing teacher for TCHS and
continues to do an amazing job! You can find
the dog treats online and they smell so good
that even the kids and teachers at TCHS are
curious about what they are making!

1st Semester Recap

By Karlie Long

This year didn't start off with any
restrictions, but starting off with the
second 9 weeks, there started to be some
sort of Covid restrictions because some
people got the "Vid". Caden Brown says
that his favorite part of this semester is
being able to go back to normal.
We got to go back to normal sports
schedules. We started off with football
and volleyball, plus cheer and dance
throughout the whole year. Now we are
starting to get into basketball and
wrestling season. We have a great
scholars bowl team and Chloe Woods
said that her biggest goal for next
semester is to get to state. Our forensic
team also would really like to try and
make it to state this year. Some students
said that they have had good grades this
semester and they plan on keeping them
up for the upcoming semesters. We
have come a long way from a couple
school years ago when school went online
and nothing was normal.
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Homecomign King and Queen
Cole Feldt, 12, and Caroline
Brungardt, 12

Football Prayer Circle

Street Painting: ft. Skylar
Wittman, 12

Girls Basketball

KAY Group Headed to
Conference

Kya O'Banion Speaks at KAY
Conference

KAY Conference Helps
Bring People Together
by: Graeden Deines
The TCHS KAY Club was awarded the
Gold Award during the KAY Regional
Conference held November 8th, 2021, in
Ellis. All the KAY officers from 22 schools
attended the Regional Conference.
Kya O’Banion, 11, Secretary and Points
Director for our KAY Club,said, “My
favorite part of KAY conferences are the
sessions where we come together with other
students from all over the state to discuss all
of the different service projects and skills
they do.”
Garrett Kuhn,12, is the President of the
TCHS KAY club. His favorite part of KAY
is getting to meet new people and share
ideas. Garrett stated, “ I like KAY because
it gives me a chance to help other people in a
different type of way.”

During the conference, TCHS was
awarded the Gold Award for their time and
effort given during last school year.
O’Banion said, “The gold award has
credentials we have to meet. We have to have
a meeting once a month with 75% of our
members to show up to the meetings, have at
least one member attend camp and one of the
conferences, 50% of members have to
participate in service projects, and a few more
requirements. The gold award is a little
plaque that we put on our KAY board next to
the old gym.”
KAY helps community members,
veterans, Kansans, and people around the
world. KAY has been influencial to
O’Banion, “KAY has been important to me
since the 6th grade when I first joined. It has
taught me so many important lessons and
skills such as leadership, respect, teamwork,
responsibility, and so much more.”
Her biggest takeaway as a member of
KAY, was how many students care about the
same ideas. “Whether it is the projects we
share and learn about or the skills that we all
find important, we all care about this club so
much.”

Celebrating A New Year
by: Skylar Wittman

Why do we celebrate the coming
of a New Year? The reason we
celebrate is for the fact that one we
made it another 365 days. Also, we
can better ourselves and have a little
bit more control over our future, as
long as you make a resolution and
stick to it.
Most TCHS students stay at
home with their families on New
Year's Eve. Some play games or
watch movies, others babysit and
have friends over. Either way they
are having fun with their family or
friends during the holiday.
We hope that everyone has a safe
and good New Year.

Stock
FROM
TEAM

THE

TCHS

JOURNALISM

Mia Coleman

Jaryn Windholz

Maddy Moritz

Annabelle Malsam

Graeden Denies

Karlie Long

Skylar Wittman

Breanna Wood

TCHS Art Gallery

Kynlie Burkhart,12

Maddy Moritz,11

Charlie Russell,12

Tanner Sells,12

Kaiden Bliss,9

Sammy Espinoza,9

A huge
thanks to
our
sponsers
who made
this edition
of The Eagle
Eye possible!

