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Blanchard Public Schools continues to monitor the current situation in regards to
COVID-19. There are a few points that we will continue to emphasize as we enter into
the 2021-22 school year.




The safety of our students, faculty, and staff will be prioritized.
The absolute best education we can deliver to our students is a highly qualified,
dynamic, and effective teacher in the classroom.
Common sense and quality safety guidelines are of the utmost importance.

In an effort to provide a safer climate for our faculty, staff, and students, we are in the
process of installing ionization systems in our HVAC units. These ionization systems
will assist in eliminating flu, cold, and COVID germs.
Faculty, staff, and students will be headed back to school with some changes. The
elementary school has finished their four additional classrooms, middle school is in the
process of finishing their new cafeteria/saferoom and four additional classrooms, the
new agricultural show barn is being completed, bathrooms and concessions are being
completed at the football field, and we should be breaking ground soon on the
Performing Arts Center.
We have also updated some technology in our district as well. We have replaced a
significant amount of SmartBoards with new Interactive TV’s. Our high school students
will be excited as we will transition to being a 1-1 school with the arrival of new
chromebooks.

Brady Barnes
Superintendent, Blanchard Public Schools

INTRODUCTION TO THE PLAN

This plan is being developed to address the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic. This plan is
fluid and subject to change as needed by the superintendent and ratification at the
earliest possible special board meeting.
DAILY SCREENING
Assessing Symptomatic Persons for COVID-19
Checking students and staff for COVID-19 symptoms can pose challenges given the
similarities between certain COVID-19 symptoms and seasonal allergies; challenges with
younger persons recognizing when they are sick due to mild symptoms; and the fact
that some persons may have COVID-19 and not have any symptoms at all.
The Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH) has developed a symptom
assessment tool to help determine when someone should be kept home or sent home
from school and/or tested for COVID-19:

“A” Symptoms
Fever > =100.4 F
Sore Throat
Cough
Difficulty Breathing
Diarrhea or Vomiting
New Loss of Taste or Smell

“B” Symptoms
Nasal Congestion/Stuffy Nose
Runny Nose
Muscle/Body Aches
Fatigue
Chills
Nausea
Loss of Appetite
Elevated Temperature < 100.4 F
New Onset of Severe Headache
Recommend testing when:
Person has 1 “A” Symptom OR
Person has 3 “B” Symptoms

Source: CDC’s Operational Strategy for K-12 Schools through Phased Prevention
Guidance for K-12 Schools (CDC.gov)

ISOLATION AND QUARANTINE GUIDELINES
Blanchard Public Schools will work under the guidance of Oklahoma State Department
of Health officials to determine appropriate measures regarding quarantine of students
and staff.
A student who exhibits a temperature of 100 degrees will be immediately isolated in a
predetermined room. Parents will be contacted and the student will be sent home.
Students and staff who have been sent home due to temperature must remain out of
school until fever free with no fever reducing medication for at least 48 hours. During
this time the student will become a distance learning according to district procedures.
Because of the uncertain nature of COVID-19 and its variants, these guidelines may
change due to the number of exposures in our school or community. Mandating
masking is no longer allowed on our school campuses. However, we strongly
encourage students and staff to wear a mask if they are unvaccinated, have been
exposed to the virus and are experiencing symptoms.
The district will continue to contract trace to determine individuals who have been
exposed to the virus when a positive case is reported.
Protocol for Isolation and Quarantine is as follows.
Individual who tests positive for COVID
●

Will isolate for 10 days

Exposed not fully vaccinated individual without symptoms present
●
●

Does not need to quarantine
Highly recommended to wear a mask for 5 to 7 days after exposure and/or until
a negative test result within the 5 to 7 day window

Exposed not fully vaccinated / vaccinated individuals who are experiencing symptoms
according to the chart on the previous page
●
●

Will be required to quarantine according to Oklahoma State Department of Health
guidelines
May return to school after a negative test result between 5 to 7 days after
exposure and/or when symptoms began

Exposed individuals may choose to quarantine according to updated Oklahoma State
Department of Health guidelines.
Other recommendations from the Oklahoma State Department of Health include
●
●
●

Keeping children and staff home who are having symptoms
Testing when symptomatic
Masking, especially when social distancing is difficult

Vaccines are available for anyone age 12 and older. For more information about
vaccinations in Oklahoma go to https://vaccinate.oklahoma.gov/en-US/.
Please do your part. Prevention strategies like masking, social distancing, and hand
washing work. Avoiding the spread of the virus is critical to a successful school year.

MASKS
In compliance with Senate Bill 658, masks will not be required unless McClain County is
in a declared state of emergency and in consultation with the McClain County and
Oklahoma State Health Departments.
If McClain County is declared a state of emergency, Blanchard Public Schools will
implement our tiered system to determine if masks should be required.

Covid-19 Alert System: https://coronavirus.health.ok.gov/covid-19-alert-system
OKLAHOMA SCHOOL
SAFETY PROTOCOLS
Masks optional for all teachers, staff, and students
Masks required for all teachers, staff and students
Pre-K -2 grade students may remove masks in class
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Why is it important to wear a cloth face covering?
Cloth face coverings may help prevent people who have COVID-19 from spreading the
virus to others. Wearing a cloth face covering will help protect people around you,
including those at higher risk of severe illness from COVID-19 and people who frequently
come into close contact with other people (e.g., in schools and restaurants). Cloth face
coverings are most likely to reduce the spread of COVID-19 when they are widely used
by people in public settings. The spread of COVID-19 can be reduced when cloth face
coverings are used along with other preventive measures, including social distancing,
frequent handwashing, and cleaning and disinfecting frequently touched surfaces.

GRADING AND ATTENDANCE
In the event that Blanchard Public Schools will need to temporarily close due to an
outbreak, we will enter into Distance Learning. Grading and attendance will be adhered
to in the same manner as traditional school.

ACTIVITIES FOR VIRTUAL STUDENTS ENROLLED IN TRI-CITY LEARNING ACADEMY
If a student and their parents choose the virtual model, the student will have the
opportunity to participate in school activities as long as the students is symptom free.
CLEANING SCHEDULES
Effective and efficient cleaning schedules will be developed and followed to help
mitigate the spread of COVID-19. As new research comes out concerning COVID-19,
cleaning and disinfecting practices will be adapted if needed.
CHILD NUTRITION
“Grab and Go Meals” will be provided for students who attend school Tri-City Learning
Academy or those who have been quarantined due to contact tracing. Meals may be
picked up at the Intermediate Cafeteria at 10:30 AM each school day and will include a
lunch and breakfast for the following day.

Blanchard Public Schools
Return to Learn
America’s Rescue Plan (ARP)
ESSER III

After successful returning to learn in a traditional in-person format during the 2020-2021 school
year, Blanchard Public Schools will remain open for in-person learning during the 2021-2022
school year. The school district will continue to monitor community health and adjust this plan
accordingly. We appreciate of the patience and support of our students, staff and families
during these changing times.
In creating this plan, our committee of staff, school administrators, and community members
investigated scientifically research-based pedagogical activities and programs to determine how
to remediate any learning loss as well as minimize learning loss should the District or select
sites be required to pivot to distance learning in the future. Strategies were discussed in
several staff and department meetings and monthly school board meetings. The district
included the opportunity to accept public comments during the final planning process. As a
result the following program priorities were outlined. These programs and expenditures may
include, but will not be limited to:
Technology resources including portable devices, and connectivity hardware and
software;
Before/after school small-group tutoring sessions;
Elective courses designed to improve studying skills and learning techniques;
Elective courses to supplement classroom instructional activities;
Additional classroom resources to supplement traditional learning activities;
Screening assessments;
Resources to provide remediation for students for whom learning loss has been
identified;
Resources to improve family engagement in learning activities;
Additional instructional personnel;
Online instructional programs and resources;
Additional counseling services;
Resources to promote social and emotional learning;
Professional development activities for instructional staff;
Resources and site improvements to provide a safe learning environment for our
students and staff.

Part 1: Strategies for Prevention and Mitigation of COVID
The extent to which and how the funds will be used to implement prevention and mitigation
strategies that are, to the greatest extent practicable, consistent with the most recent CDC
guidance on reopening schools, in order to continuously and safely open and operate schools for
in person learning.
COVID-19 and its variants have brought many challenges to Blanchard Public Schools, but we
are proud to have implemented safety measures that allowed us to keep our schools open
during the 2020-2021 school year with only occasional school closures.
In consultation with stakeholders and through surveys completed by various stakeholder
groups, the following strategies/items have been identified as needs for Blanchard Schools to
continue to effectively serve our students, even in the event of the pandemic lingering into the
2021-2022 school year.
The district plans to use 40% of ARP ESSER III funds to implement prevention and mitigation
strategies that address the need to open and operate safe schools.

ESSER III Project

Strategy/Item for Prevention & Mitigation

Instructional Technology

Complete the 1:1 count of student devices
to prevent shared devices and possible
spread of the virus; to prepare for periods of
remote learning. Chromebooks and iPads

Renovate Hallways

To improve air quality and replace surfaces
for deeper cleaning to prevent the virus
from spreading

Repair and Replace HVAC

Improve air quality and energy efficiency

Provide Outdoor Learning Spaces

Provide safe learning environments for our
students and staff.

Part 2: Strategies for Addressing Learning Loss
How the LEA will use the funds it reserves under section 2001(e)(1) of the ARP Act to address the
academic impact of lost instructional time through the implementation of evidence-based
interventions, such as summer learning or summer enrichment, extended day, comprehensive
afterschool programs, or extended school year. At least 20% of the ARP ESSER III budget is
required to be spent in this area.
The district plans to use 60% of ARP ESSER III funds to address lost instructional time due to
COVID.
ESSER III Project

Strategy for Addressing Learning Loss

Licensed Professional Counselor (Matching salary
with the Counselor Corp Grant)

Reduce the Counselor/ Student Ratio to more fully
support the Social/ Emotional & Mental Health
Needs of Students at All Levels.

Intervention Specialists/Reading Coaches

Establish Multi-Tier Systems of Support; Provide
direct Tier I and Tier II intervention services with
most vulnerable students.
Track student progress on assessments and
individual language skills; Communicate effectively
with all teachers who provide instruction for a
student; Communicate effectively with parents of
EL students.

Reading Coach

Track student progress on assessments and
individual language skills; Communicate effectively
with all teachers who provide instruction for a
student; Communicate effectively with parents of
EL students.

Professional Development

Provide training for teachers in scientific-based
instructional strategies and technology
integration.

Extended Day and Extended Year Programs

Provide before and after school instruction;
summer school classes.

Individual and Small Group Tutoring

Provide individualized and small group tutoring
sessions before and after school and during the
summer.

Individualized Lessons and Standard Based
Instructional Programs

Provide researched-based instructional programs

Part 3: Other ARP ESSER III Expenditures
How the LEA will spend its remaining ARP ESSER funds consistent with section 2001(e)(2) of the
ARP Act.
The planned projects for Blanchard Schools ARP ESSER III Grant are all categorized in Part 1:
Strategies for Prevention and Mitigation of COVID; or Part 2: Strategies for Addressing Learning
Loss. We have no expenditures planned in the “Other” category.

Part 4: Ensuring Most Vulnerable Populations Unique Needs Are Addressed
How the LEA will ensure that the interventions it implements, including but not limited to the
interventions implemented under section 2001(e)(1) of the ARP Act to address the academic
impact of lost instructional time, will respond to the academic, social, emotional, and mental
health needs of all students, and particularly those students disproportionately impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic, including students from low-income families, students of color, English
learners, children with disabilities, students experiencing homelessness, children in foster care,
and migratory students.

Our Commitment to the Continuity of Excellence for All Students
Setting the Table to Support All Students with Extra Measures for MVPs
MVPs = Most Vulnerable Populations

All Students

All Students

Academic
Needs

Provide devices and
connectivity for
virtual learning as
needed.

Social
Needs

Assess food security
and provide added
nutrition as needed
through donations.

Emotional Needs

Add Counselor
position:

Implement a Cadre of
Care – teachers who
Interventionist:
Assess schools’ clubs commit to
and activities to open intentionally follow
Implement evidence- new opportunities for the MVPs to identify
based Tier 1
expanded
needs and times of
instruction.
opportunities to
possible crisis.
MVPs.
Provide Tier 2
Interventionist and
supports for
Engage families in the Counselor positions
unfinished learning.
school’s programs of will allow more 1:1
academics and
interaction with
Provide Tier 3
activities.
students.
tutoring as needed.

Mental Health
Needs

Add Counselor
position:
Provide school
counseling program
to meet emergent
needs.
Refer to
professional
support through
agencies.

MVPs

Students of LowSocioeconomics

Academic
Needs

Interventionist:
Implement
evidence-based Tier
1 instruction.
Provide Tier 2
supports for
unfinished learning.
Provide Tier 3
tutoring as needed.

Social
Needs

Assess food security
and provide added
nutrition as needed
through donations.

Emotional Needs

Add Counselor:

Implement a Cadre of
Care – teachers who
commit to
Assess schools’ clubs intentionally follow
and activities to open the MVPs to identify
new opportunities for needs and times of
expanded
possible crisis.
opportunities to
MVPs.

Mental Health
Needs

Add Counselor
position:
Provide school
counseling program
to meet emergent
needs.
Refer to
professional
support through
agencies.

Engage families in the
school’s programs of
academics and
activities.

English Learners

Interventionist:
Implement evidencebased Tier 1
instruction.
Provide Tier 2
supports for
unfinished learning.
Provide Tier 3
tutoring as needed.
Summer and AfterSchool programs
designed for Els
Track academic
progress for
instructional planning
for individual EL
students

Assess food security
and provide added
nutrition as needed
through donations.

Add Counselor:

Implement a Cadre of
Care – teachers who
commit to
Assess schools’ clubs intentionally follow
and activities to open the MVPs to identify
new opportunities for needs and times of
expanded
possible crisis.
opportunities to
MVPs.
Engage families in the
school’s programs of
academics and
activities.
Provide translation
services for school’s
communications and
documents through
Apps, translators, and
online services.
Provide community
classes for parents
and extended family.

Add Counselor:
Provide school
counseling program
to meet emergent
needs.
Refer to
professional
support through
agencies.

MVPs

Students with
Disabilities

Academic
Needs

Interventionist:
Implement evidencebased Tier 1
instruction.
Provide Tier 2
supports for
unfinished learning.
Provide Tier 3
tutoring as needed.
Provide adaptive
technology to close
the Homework Gap
for Student with
Disabilities.
Provide in-person
learning for SWDs
during Remote
Learning days as
possible.

Social
Needs

Assess food security
and provide added
nutrition as needed
through donations.

Emotional Needs

Added Counselor:

Implement a Cadre of
Care – teachers who
commit to
Assess schools’ clubs intentionally follow
and activities to open the MVPs to identify
new opportunities for needs and times of
expanded
possible crisis.
opportunities to
MVPs.
Assess barriers to
participation in clubs,
activities, and
organizations.
Outline plans to
remove barriers for
inclusion of students
with disabilities in the
school’s culture and
activities.
Engage families in the
school’s programs of
academics and
activities.
Intentionally seek
ways for students to
be awarded for
accomplishments.
Celebrate successes
with equal
enthusiasm, such as
Special Olympics
send-offs and
celebrations.

Mental Health
Needs

Added Counselor:
Provide school
counseling program
to meet emergent
needs.
Refer to
professional support
through agencies.

Students Experiencing
Homelessness

Interventionist:
Implement evidencebased Tier 1
instruction.
Provide Tier 2
supports for
unfinished learning.
Provide Tier 3
tutoring as needed.
The district will make
every effort to
receive school
records from
previous schools.
Counselor:
Full or partial credit
will be awarded to
students for
coursework
completed before
enrollment. Online
coursework will be
used to recover
credits.

Children in Foster Care

Interventionist:
Implement evidencebased Tier 1
instruction.
Provide Tier 2
supports for
unfinished learning.
Provide Tier 3
tutoring as needed.

Assess food security
and provide added
nutrition as needed
through donations.

Added Counselor:

Implement a Cadre of
Care – teachers who
commit to
Assess schools’ clubs intentionally follow
and activities to open the MVPs to identify
new opportunities for needs and times of
expanded
possible crisis.
opportunities to
MVPs.

Added Counselor:
Provide school
counseling program
to meet emergent
needs.
Refer to
professional
support through
agencies.

Assess barriers to
participation in clubs,
activities, and
organizations.
Outline plans to
remove barriers for
inclusion of homeless
students in the
school’s culture and
activities.
Engage families and
significant adults in
the school’s programs
of academics and
activities.
Assess food security
and provide added
nutrition as needed
through donations.

Added Counselor:

Implement a Cadre of
Care – teachers who
commit to
Assess schools’ clubs intentionally follow
and activities to open the MVPs to identify
new opportunities for needs and times of
expanded
possible crisis.
opportunities to
MVPs.

Added Counselor:
Provide school
counseling program
to meet emergent
needs.
Refer to
professional
support through
agencies.

Migratory Students

Identify any
migratory students
at the point of
enrollment.
Interventionist:
Assess for learning
targets.
Implement Tier I, II,
and III Instruction as
needed.

Assess food security
and provide added
nutrition as needed
through donations.

Added Counselor:
Implement a Cadre of
Care – teachers who
commit to follow the
MVPs to identify
Assess schools’ clubs needs and times of
and activities to open possible crisis.
new opportunities for
expanded
opportunities to
MVPs.

Added Counselor:
Provide school
counseling program
to meet emergent
needs.
Refer to
professional
support through
agencies.

Part 5: Return to Learn with CDC Guidance
Plan to Align with Safety Recommendations Established by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
Blanchard Public Schools will work under the guidance of Oklahoma State Department of
Health officials to determine appropriate measures regarding quarantine of students and
staff.
Universal and Correct Wearing of Masks: If McClain County is in a declared state of emergency
Blanchard Public Schools will implement a tiered system to determine when masks should be
required. Properly fitted masks covering the mouth and nose will be worn on buses and in
situations where students are not able to social distance during times of orange or red alert
according to the Oklahoma State Health Department COVID map.
Modifying Facilities for Social Distancing: Facilities are marked to show the recommended six
(6) feet of distance in seating and standing wherever possible throughout the Blanchard School
District. In classrooms, students are seated in pod areas to minimize exposure, and the pod
cohorts travel the hallways in their groups.
Handwashing and Respiratory Etiquette: Students are trained and reminded in classroom
about the health benefits of proper and frequent handwashing as well as respiratory etiquette
of covering the mouth during coughs and sneezes. Signage is posted throughout all facilities
with these reminders. Hand sanitizer is available in classrooms, offices, cafeteria, and anywhere
that students or patrons may pass.
Cleaning and Maintaining Healthy Facilities including Improving Ventilation: Blanchard
Schools uses industrial misting and fogging equipment to sanitize classrooms, buses, and
outdoor seating.

Contact Tracing Combined with Isolation and Quarantine, Collaborating with State, Local, and
Tribal Health Departments: The Superintendent has attended training zoom calls with the
Oklahoma State Health Department, sometimes weekly, to be informed on the status of
infections, testing, vaccines, and CDC guidance for prevention habits, isolation, and quarantine
in order to keep our students and staff as safe as possible and to maintain in-person learning
for most Blanchard students. The district has added a nurse to assist in COVID assessment and
contact tracing. Students and staff who are fully vaccinated and have no symptoms are not
required to quarantine if they are traced to a positive exposure.
Diagnostic/Screening Testing: Blanchard Schools will remain in close collaboration with the
McClain County Health Department for COVID support to our employees and students for
screening and for vaccinations.
Vaccination: Blanchard Schools’ staff members were able to receive vaccinations in March and
April of 2021. In addition, the Chickasaw tribe offered vaccinations for Native students and
local educators. The Chickasaw tribe later extended their offer to the families of educators. The
district will continue its on-going collaboration with the McClain County Health Department to
provide on-going screening and vaccinations.
Appropriate accommodations for students with Disabilities with Respect for Health and
Safety Policies: At times when school is moved to remote learning due to COVID, students with
disabilities will be offered the option to learn in person in classrooms that have been deep
cleaned and sanitized. ESSER COVID Relief funds will be used to purchase adaptive technology
for student with disabilities to use when they are required to engage in remote learning due to
quarantine or deep cleaning.
Coordination with State and Local health officials: The McClain County Health Department,
Oklahoma Department of Health continue to support Blanchard Schools with information about
outbreaks, COVID screening tests and vaccination clinics. Blanchard Schools will remain in close
contact with the Oklahoma State Department of Education, the Oklahoma Department of
Health, and the Oklahoma State Epidemiologist Office concerning the level of outbreaks and
safety.

